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Famine threatens 30 minion Africans 


re P° n warned Tuesday that spreading famine in 
£5“ V*™.^ 1 **** deaths” this year imte there « a rapid. 

***** ■***' M many ** 30 "Mllion Africans nsk 
ratanmnon and starvauon. said ihc Reme-hared U.N. Food and 

n2^^ C ,2 r fV^ ,bQn ^ Tepon «“* 5 7 ™»ioo tom of food are 
"“Jjr “ * Afncan «wn«no troubled by drought, civil war and in 
resuiung refugee dues, population growth and flagging agricultural 
wwxnies. But donor countries and orguwsations have plated only 3.4 
r< ^ d - 11 “Unless there is a masrivc acceleration of the 
flowoffood aid to the affected population:., wc arc going ro see 
widespread deaths from starvation between now and the next harvest at 
tte eikl of the year." said Edouard Saouma. the FACT* director-general. 
IM organisation said donors in recent months have been channeling their 

v * ctims of die devastating cyclone in Bangladesh and 
ABrasn refugees in the wake of the Gulf war. Food shortages in rhe 
soviet Union and some Eastern European countries also have disiracicd 
attention from Africa. 
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Palestinian businessmen vote 


HEBRON, occupied West Bank (AP) — Hebron's businessmen voted 
Tuesday in rhe broadest election allowed by Israel in ibe occupied West 
B^nk in IS yean and One seen as a test for democracy for Palestinians. 
The election was supposedly non-political, but one man said he voted for 
the Muslim party Hamas. Anotlwr said he checked with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) to see if he could take pan. While the vote 
was only for a chamber of commcnx board, Israeli officials have said they 
were watching it as a guide for allowing similar balloting elsewhere or 
even a renewal of municipal elections Iasi held in 197h. No violence was 
reported as about 1 ,700 businessmen lined up to vote at a girts' secondary 
school in this city of S0.OOO population, a seat of Muslim conservatism. 
Israeli policemen and soldiers watched from about 20 metres away. 
Results were not expected until early Wednesday. 
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Abu Taleb visits U.S. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff General 
Fathi Abu Taleb left Amman 
Tuesday for the United States oo 
an official visit during which he 
will bold talks with military offi- 
cials on matters of interest to the 
Armed Forces. 


41 killed in 
* Chilean mudslide 


life to 


east 


ANTOFAGASTA, Chile (AP) 
— A mudslide triggered by tor- 
rential rains slammed into a slum 
neighbourhood in this northern 
desert city early Tuesday, killing 
at least 41 people and injuring 
650, officials said. Interior Minis- 
ter Enrique Krauss told reporters 
in Santiago, the capital, that 41 
bodies were recovered, including 
those of 13 children. 


Polisario prepared 
for referendum 


ALGIERS (R) — Polisario guer- 
rilla chiefs arid political leaders 
are bolding strategy talks before a 
referendum aimed at bringing 
peace to the Western Sahara after 
almost 10 years of war, the Alge- 
rian news agency APS said Tues- 
day. Nearly 2,COO delegates are 
attending the meeting which 
opened Monday night at a re- 
fugee camp in southern Algeria. 


Arafat meets 
Lebanese mediator 


TUNIS (R) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat met Lebanese 
mediator Mohsen Ibrahim in 
Tunis Tuesday to discuss the 
situation in South Lebanon, 
where Palestinian guerrillas have 
refused to disarm. It is the third 
time since the beginning of April 
that Mr. Ibrahim, head of the 
Communist Action Organisation. 
# has been to Tunis to mediate over 
a Lebanese government request 
that the guerrillas hand in their 
weapons. 


Canada nears 
Iraqi grain . 
deal 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada has 
reached a tentative deal to re- 
sume grain sales to Iraq and is 
discussing a new long-term agrec- 
j* merit with the Soviet Union, gov- 
ernment officials said Monday. 
“A tentative deal has been, 
reached with Iraq/' said a 
spokeswoman for the Canadian 
Wheat Board, the government 
wheal marketing agency. But she 
said the deal depends on Iraq's 
ability to pay. Iran was Canada’s 
fourth largest market for wheat 
and other grains before exports 1 
were halted after it invaded 
■ Kuwait last August and the Un- 
ited Nations imposed trade sanc- 
tions. The Security Council’s 
Sanctions Committee recently 
jA- permitted the 31 nations which 
have more than S3.75 billion in 
- Iraqi assets frozen in their banks 
to release necessary funds so 
Baghdad could buy food, medi- 
cine and other essential supplies. 

' According to a letter from Iraq, 
Baghdad has $2.73 million in 
. Canadian banks. 


Three die In battle 
between Druze clans 


BEIRUT (R) — Three members 
of one family were killed Tuesday 
when a feud between two Draw 
da nc erupted in madunegun tue 
in central Lebanon, se™*? 1 ? 
sources said. They said tbe fi ght- 
ing-mvoived the Sayyegh and 
dans in the mountainous 
village of Smaroii, 25 kilometres 
jjfieast- of Beirut. 

Bombs explode 
in Istanbul 


. ISTANBUL (AP) —- 

. rocked . three Istanbul neighbour 
"ho«S Tuesday, causing e^^sive 
; damaos but no casualties, po|«» 
r^iniem reports said- AJ» ’ 
; lawed: leftist Turkish organ 1 **** 
claimed responsibility, dicsem ~ 
’ - official Anatolia news agency r > 

poite&The blasts occum^lai a 
statesowned iron and steel works, 
a imttHrfactiireis’ assot^n"™ 
-the office of the Tartob *£ 
monopolies. Shortly to 

” tea* it anonymousca^to 
- total newspapers 

•l sffiffiy in the name of ■ T "£r 
Party Marxist 

Organisation- 


New government could be announced today or tomorrow 


Masri in intense contacts with 
potential cabinet colleagues 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Consultations con- 
tinued Tuesday between Prime 
Minister-designate Taher Masri 
and the different parliamentary 
blocs as well as independent per- 
sonalities to form a government 
which would include about 10 
Lower House deputies but wifi 
exclude the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement. 


Deputies who met with Mr. 
Masri on Tuesday morning and in 
the evening told the Jordan 
Times that they were left with the 
impression that the prime 
minister-designate had not made 
up his mind on the final make-up 
of the government or if he had he 
was not telling them. 


The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, which held five min- 
isterial posts in Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran's government, 
however, was the only grouping 
which declared itself to be largely 
opposed to participation jn the 
new cabinet viewed as a “peace 
process government." 

Earlier predictions by analysts 
pointed to the difficult task Mr. Masri 
would have if he chooses to 
accommodate the Brotherhood's de- 
mands for participation in the govern- 
ment or form a broad-based par- 
liamentary government. 

One or two other ultra-nationalist 
members of parliament, who also 
demand the complete liberation of all 
Palestine, are also expected to 
boycott Mr. Masri's government. 

On Monday evening and Tuesday, 
the premier-designate met an array of 
parliamentary blocs and independent 


technocrats in a b,J io formulaic a 
common ground leading to the forma- 
tion of a government possibly today 
or tomorrow. 

Sources dose to Mr. Masri say that 
he is interested in forming a govern- 
ment which would represent the diffe- 
rent colours of the political spectrum 
in the country but also with an ele- 
ment of professionalism. 

“He wants to form a national coali- 
tion government even if he brings in 
ministers who are not from the parlia- 
ment itself." one source said. 

A Brotherhood source told the 
Jordan Times that his party is "most 
likely to stay out of this government 
because of the differing positions on a 
solution to the Palestinian problem." 

“We will not join a government 
that is going to search for peace with 
Israel." the source said. 

News agencies quoted Muslim 
Brotherhood spiritual leader Moham- 
mad Abdul Rahman Khalifa as saying 


that "negotiations wi:h the aides of 
Israel I the United Stales i are useless 
because America, before Israel, 
wants to Judaise Palestine and offer it 
to the international Zionists." 

The Brotherhood has long opposed 
Jordan's standing policy that any 
Arab-fsracfi settlement should be 
based on United Nations Resolution 
242 and 338, which call for Israeli 
withdrawal from the land it occupied 
in 1967 in exchange for peace with the 
Arabs. 

Mr. Masri. some sources say. may 
not even be interested in forming a 
government which would indude the 
Brotherhood movement anyway. 

Sources say that since Mr. Masri 
was aware of the differences between 
Jordan's policy on the peace process 
and (he Brotherhood's he may have, 
therefore, created an equation which 
would exclude them and still allow 


(Continued oo page 5) 


8 more face death in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A mar- 
tial law court sentenced seven 
stateless Arabs and one Iraqi to 
death on Tuesday for allegedly 
collaborating with Iraqi occupa- 
tion forces. 

Only two of those sentenced to 
hang — the Iraqi man and one of 
the stateless Arabs known in 
Kuwait as “bedoun” — were in 
court. The remainder were sent- 
enced in their absence. 

It brought the total of death 
sentences to 21 since the trials of 
more than 200 suspected col- 
laborators began on May 24. 
Three of those are women. 

The two who appeared in court 
showed no reaction when the 
sentence was passed. 

Human rights groups and some 
Western governments have ex- 
pressed concern about the con- 
duct of the trials. Jordan has 
called for international action to 
halt the execution of convicted 
Jordanians and Palestinians. 

Germany bas urged Kuwair not 
to cany out the death sentences 
passed on people found guilty of 
'’collaboration” with the Iraqis. 


Dieter kastnip. state secretary 
in the Foreign Ministry, told 
Kuwaiti ambassador Khalid Al 
Babtin that Bonn regarded the 
death sentences passed as a viola- 
tion of the U.N. convention on 
human rights. 

“The government expects that 
death sentences already passed 
will not be carried out and that no 
further ones will be passed.” a 
Foreign Ministry statement 
quoted Mr. Kastnip as saying. 

“In the death sentences the 
government sees a breach of the 
United Nations convention on 
human rights and demands that a 
minimum of legal standards be 
respected in future trials,” he 
said. 

An international group repre- 
senting journalists' rights has 
urged French President Francois 
Mitterrand to help save six news- 
paper employmees condemned to 
death by Kuwait. 

“the progress of the trials... 
gravely violates the principles of 
international rights, especially 
the declaration of human rights 
adopted by the United Nations." 


the French-based Reporters Sans 
Frontieres wrote. 

“In light of the severity of the- 
sentences ... we request your 
intervention with the appropriate 
authorities to obtain the com- 
mutation of their sentence and a 
fair trial,” the group wrote in a 
letter to Mr. Mitterrand. 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP) de- 
nounced the death sentences 
handed to Palestinians in Kuwait 
and appealed for international 
help to protect them. 

“The Palestinian people have 
spent their fives in building 
Kuwait when it was a desert, and 
used their expertise and technical 
know-how in all fields." the 
PFLP said in a statement issued 
in Damascus. 

“But now, they are exposed to 
torture and assault without any 
guilt on their part, apart from 
■remaining in Kuwait, which was 
deserted by its people at the time 
of the Iraqi aggression.” 

The PFLP lehder, George 


(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq assails Security Council 
for ‘blackmail’ over sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
, Iraq's United Nations envoy has. 
accused Security Council mem- 
bers of using blackmail to main- 
tain the trade ban on Baghdad 
and said his country was a victim 
of international terrorism. 

“Ambassadors of permanent 
members of the (U.N.) Security 
Council led by the U.S. are using 
a sort of overt blackmail to main- 
tain the economic ban on Iraq,” 
Abdul Amir Af Anbari told local 
newspapers in remarks published 
Tuesday. 

“This is a dear violation of 
resolutions adopted against 
Iraq.” he said. 

He said Iraq bad complied with 
all conditions in Security Council 
Resolution 687 which set cease- 
fire terms of the Guif war and had 
hoped the next move would be a 
lifting of the embargo. 

Instead, the Security Council 
members "began laying down 
new conditions and demanding 
their implementation before lift- 


ing the ban,” Mr. Anbari said. 

Washington insists that the. 
trade embargo, imposed after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust of fast year, wOl remain as 
long as President Saddam Hus- 
sein is in power. 

The Security Council Monday 
adopted two more resolutions, 
one demanding that Baghdad pay 
the full costs of scrapping 
weapons of mass destruction and 
the other maintaining an open 
ended arms embargo. 

The newspaper Al 
Jumbouriyah said Washington 
was “luring and inciting other 
countries in the region to main- 
tain the economic siege imposed 
on Iraq.” 

“Iraq is the biggest victim of 
international terrorism," Mr. 
Anbari said. "The attack laun- 
ched by America and its allies (in 
the Gulf war) on hospitals, 
schools and religious and cultural 
rites... constitutes the biggest ter- 
rorist crime in the world." 


Diplomats at the U.N. asserted 
Monday Iraq has far more che- 
mical weapons than the 21,000 
warheads, shells and bombs it 
told the world body about and 
more ballistic missiles than the 52 
Scuds it acknowledged posses- 
sing. 

The disclosure follows charges 
that Iraq also concealed nuclear 
weapons-development sites. U.S. 
officials say a “defecting" Iraqi 
nuclear scientist told them about 
a secret nuclear laboratory near 
the northern dry of Mosul. 

U.N. offirials said Monday ex- 
perts from a U.N. special com- 
mission should inspect the Mosul 
rile by the end of June. They 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

One of the resolutions passed 
Monday stresses that the special 
commission and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
have the authority to destroy or 
remove Iraq's weapons of mass 


(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq frees 
Briton 


BAGHDAD (Agendes) — A 
British engineer sentenced to life 
on spying charges was freed Tues- 
day, in the latest concession by 
Iraq to allied demands. 

Information Ministry spokes- 
man Saadoun Janabi said Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein ordered 
the release of Douglas Brand, 51. 
in response to an appeal by for- 
mer British Prime Minister Ed- 
ward Heath. 

He said Mr. Brand was freed in 
Baghdad Tuesday morning, but 
would give no other details. 

However, sources close to the 
ministry said Mr. Brand left by 
car for Jordan at 2 p.m. (1000 
GMT), a drive which normally 
takes 10-12 hours, depending on 
the security and traffic at the 
border points. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported that President Saddam 
has ordered the release of Mr. 
Brand and instructed authorities 
to "allow him to leave Iraq ... to 
rejoin his family.” 

INA said that the president 
made the derision in “apprecia- 
tion for the fair stands of the 
former British prime minister, 
Edward Heath, during the Gulf 
crisis. 

Mr. Heath was one of a few 
Westerners who visited Iraq after 
it invaded Kuwait in August last 
year. He succeeded at the time in 
convincing Iraq to release some 
of the westerners it was holding 
deterrents against attack against 
the country. 

The move to free Mr. Brand 
was the latest in a series of 
compromises made by Iraq in the 
hope the West would ease United 
Nations sanctions 

But British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said Mr. Brand's 
release was not enough to allow 
the easing of sanctions. 

He told the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC) Britain 
also wanted Iraq to free British 
businessman Ian Richter, jailed 
for economic corruption in 1986. 
agree to destroy its weapons of 
mass destruction and pay com- 
pensation for the damage it 
caused by invading Kuwait. 

According to the 74-year-old 
Heath, president Saddam wrote 
to him saying he was prepared to 
free former British royal marines 
officer if asked. 


U.S. official sees fight with Congress over Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Bush administration is un- 
likely to back an Israeli request 
for $10 billion in loan guarantees 
if Israel continues its settlement 
drive IB the occupied territories 
and Midcast place moves remain 
blocked, a senior Bush adminis- 
tration official said. 

Israel intends to apply for the 
money in September. & would be 
paid over a five-year period and used 
loT build housing and infrastructure 
for Soviet Jewish immigrants flooding 
into the country- 
fhc official, tn an interview with 
Reuters Monday granted oo condi- 
tion 0 f anonymity, said that unless 
thcre were changes in Israeli be- 
haviour over settlements the admifitf- 
tranon was unlikely w acquiesce in 

status quo today existed in 
September I think you would hare a 
station where the administration 


would not be looking favourably," 
the official said. 

He said it was too early to say 
whether the administration would 
ou nightly oppose granting the loans 
or would seek to attach conditions to 
(he use of the money. But a major 
fight with the powerful pro- Israel 
lobby in Congress was possible. 

“It’s ... a possibility that this could 
be a major issue where the adminis- 
tration and the Congress disagree.'’ 
the official said*, 

"Either we're going io have to sit 
down and talk about it and come to 
some sort of terms. Or we're going to 
have a disagreement that could 
potentially mean a fight in the 
appropriations process." 

The official said the government of 
Israel’s hardline Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir had made dear its dis- 
dain for U.S- concerns by actively 
stepping up its settlement drive to 
coincide with Secretary of State 
James Baker's peace efforts. 


“The Israelis know that continued 
pursuit of their settlement policy in 
the aggressive way that they have 
pursued it since the start of this latest 
round of the peace process ... is 
exacerbating the problem." the offi- 
cial said. 

"Everybody knows that we’re not 
happy with their policy and it certain- 
ly looks like their message to the 
world is," “we don’t really give a 
damn. 1 It's certainly their message to 
(his administration because (hey cer- 
tainly haven’t done anything to curd 
that behaviour-" 

In Congress too. many traditional 
Israel supporters were unhappy with 
settlements and found they could not 
justify Mr. Shamir's policy, the offi- 
cial said. 

President George Bush told a de- 
legation of Jewish leaders earlier this 
month he could not commit himself to 
endorsing the S10 billion request un- 
less Israel promised not to settle 
Soviet immigrants in the occupied 


territories and stopped building new 
settlements. 

In response. Mr. Shamir vowed to 
continue the settlement drive and 
dismissed the idea that U.S. aid could 
be threatened. 

The possibility of a fight over the 
loan requests is already beginning to 
worry Israel’s supporters. 

Thomas Dine, executive director of 
the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC). the pro-Israel 
lobbying group, recently called on 
members to fight attempts to link the 
520 billion to Israel’s settlement poli- 
cy- 

“We cannot allow anyone to hurt 
one million Eastern Europeans and 
40.000 Ethiopian Jews to score an 
unrelated debating point or express a 
complaint about an unrelated policy 
difference, it would not be fair," be 
told a meeting with some major 
AlPAC donors, according to pirtid- 


( Continued oa page 5) 


Government change seen as a 
‘useful exercise’ in democracy 


By Se ren e Halasa 

Special ro the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Opinions in Jordan 
largely differed on explaining the new 
change tn government, although ex- 
pected by most for some time, but 
there was a general consensus that the 
transition from Mr. Mudar Bad ran to 
Mr. Taher Masri as head of govern- 
ment wilt prove to be a useful exccr- 
asc in democracy. 

A random survey conducted by the 
Jordan Times Tuesday found wide 
support for the continuing dcmocra- 
lisa’ion process and hope that the 
new government would follow in the 
footsteps of the outgoing cabinet and 
further institutionalise Jordan’s bud- 
ding democracy. 

Dr. Ali Kama!, head of the 
Psychiatry Department at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, said that although 
the new government is bound to face 
many difficulties, it should not com- 
promise its stance on many important 
issues, mainly democracy. 

“Jordan is emerging out or heavy 
douds. and it should emerge without 
sacrificing its stance especially' on 
democracy." Dr. Kamal told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Omar Fahmi Naha, a 22-year -old 
merchant from Amman, said:"! think 


that Mr. Badran's government work- 
ed very hard and wholeheartedly 
accepted a lot of criticism from Farlia- 
mcni in line with die new phase of 
democracy." 

Advertisement executive Talal 
Karrain. 38. said he believed that the 
main priority of the new government 
should include “rearranging (he 
Jordanian household." 

"Dealing with the internal issues at 
home such as democracy, cancelling 
all martial laws, and dealing foremost 
with unemployment should be the 
priority for the new government.” 
Mr. Karrain said. 


Abdullah Abu Farhan. a 74-year- 
old merchant from Baqa’a camp 
popularly known as "Abu Kifah.” 
said that if the new government's 
intention is to enhance democracy in 
Jordan ii should “work at guaran- 
teeing freedom of opinion, through 
allowing political parties to emerge 
and operate freely.” 

"I hope that the new government 
will be more successful than the pre- 
vious one in combating unemploy- 
ment.” said Ahmad Hassan Abdul 
Kader. 25. manager of a public hall in 
the capital. He added that he felt that 
this should be one of the priorities of 
the new government. “The only way 
we can gel over this unemployment is 


by replacing foreign workers with 
Jordanians." 

Many others felt that the sudden 
change in government was brought 
about by a combination of factors 
including the political course of the 
country in new of the ongoing efforts 
to solve the Arab- Israeli conflict and 
the Palestinian problem and a need io 
curb what one described os "extrem- 
ist trends of some groups in the 
country." 

These groups, said Dr. Sari Nasir. a 
sociologist, should be curtailed by the 
new government “since they might 
disrupt the basic norms of our socie- 
ty.” 

"The government must make sure 
there is a choice for people by bring- 
ing about slow transformation.” Dr. 
Nasix said. 

According to Dr. Kamal, Mr. Mas- 
ri's appointment will help “advance 
the peace process, especially through 
the formation of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestioian delegation.” 

“Personally f think the choice Im- 
plies that he would not give way to 
any form of pressure,” Dr. Kamal 
said. “In relation to die peace process 
Jordan is a vital element. ' he added. 

Baqaa’s Abu Kifah said; “The aim 
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Arson could be linked to Petra Bank case 


By Ahmad Krelshan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In a dramatic de- 
velopment believed to be related 
to the ongoing Petra Bank trials, 
unknown assailants burnt the car 
of the first witness in the case. 
Yousef Al Salem, while it was 
parked in from of his home in the 
Maij Al Hamam district west of 
Amman. 

Police sources said that the car 
was Monday night drenched with 
fuel before it was set on fire. The 
vehicle was completely damaged. 

According to the sources, 
police investigating the incident 
to identify those responsible for 
the attack. They told the Jordan 
Times and Al Ra'i that the inci- 
dent could be linked to the testi- 
mony Mr. Salem gave during the 
military court trials. 

The military court examining 
the Petra Bank case Tuesday 
heard a testimony by a second 
witness who testified that the 
bank employees had offered 20 
Jordanian firms a total of JD 1 16 


million in credit facilities without 
proper approval from the bank’s 
board or the Central Bank of 
Jordan and without other guaran- 
tees to protect the bank's rights. 

The witness, Al Haj Al Labadi. 
told the court that one of the 
credit facilities was offered by the 
bank’s general manager, Ahmad 
Cbalabi. in person to a company 
under the name of “the Petra 
Company for International Trade 
and Supply.” 

In this particular instance, the 
bank gave JD 3.75 million with- 
out approval from the Central 
Bank or the bank’s board of 
directors, die witness said. “The 
only collateral given for these 
facilities were 1.216 million 
shares of the company, which was 
already indebted to Petra Bank.” 
he said. 

The witness said that investiga- 
tion into the bank's papers re- 
vealed that first defendant Chala- 
bi held the main responsibility for 
granting facilities to the custom- 
ers because he did that without 
referring to die board and in total 


disregard to adverse recom- 
mendations given by heads of the 
bank’s branches in this matter. 

The witness, a member of a 
government committee set up by 
the prosecutor general to help in 
the investigation, said that bank 
facilities exceeding JD 500,000 
must be supported by an approval 
from the Central Bank before 
being released. 

The witness referred to a num- 
ber of cases in which employees 
being tried for their responsibility 
for the bank’s collapse and said 
they too used to give credit facili- 
ties without proper guarantees 
that would safeguard the share 
holders' interests. 

The witness also revealed that 
Mr. Chalabi had offered facilities 
to local moneychangers totalling 
JD 19 million in foreign currency 
deposited in foreign banks. He 
said when the moneychangers 
used to senle their dues they were 
allowed to pay in Jordanian cur- 
rency and used to pay iu cheques, 
but that most of the sums were 
not entered in to the books. 
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Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, 


Mubarak visits Kuwait, says Liberation Algerian government takes 
Egypt to join security force $22*6 ^ifon office under state of siege 


KUWAIT /R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak left Kuwait 
on Tuesday after a brief fence- 
mending visit and confirmed his 
troops would join a planned Arab 
peacekeeping force for the Gulf. 

"We shall discuss the require- 
ments of our Arab brothers and 
take the appropriate accordingly. 
We agree in principle to take pari 
in that force.” the official Kuwaiti 
News Agency quoted him as 
saying. 

It was Mr. Mubarak's first visit 
to the emirate since a U.S.-led 
multinational force, which in- 
cluded a 35.000-strong Egyptian 
contingent, pushed Iraq out in 
Februay. 

Egypt said last month it was 
withdrawing its forces amid con- 
troversy over their role in the 
planned defence force. 

Mr. Mubarak was greeted at 
the airport earlier on Tuesday by 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
Al Sabah, and later held talks 
with him. 

Cairo and Damascus, which 
contributed about 20.000 men to 
the U.S.-led coalition, had 
negotiated a security pact with 
the six gulf Cooperation Council 
(GC C) states under which they 
would provide the backdone of a 
regional security force in return 
for Gulf Arab investment in their 
cash-starved economies. 

The formation of the force was 
delayed by a reported row over 
the sire and role of the Syrian and 
Egyptian forces and that of any 
Western troops in the post-war 


Gulf. 

Kuwait's crown prince was 
quoted as saying in remarks pub- 
lished on Monday that regional 
security lay in the presence of 
Arab troops, not Western ones. 

“The hope (for security) lies, 
not in the presence of foreign 
troops, but in the agreement of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
with dear Egypt and sister Syria.” 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah told the Cairo daily Al 
Akbbar. 

Experts from Egypt. Syria and 
the GCC states — Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates. Qatar and Bahrain — 
met in Doha, Qatar. Monday to 
discuss the accord to prepare for 
next month's* foreign ministers' 
meeting in Kuwait. 

Kuwait said last week that it 
still felt threatened by Iraq. 

“Their (the Iraqis') human and 
military resources outweigh bv 
far those of Kuwait. If they don’t 
have military might now they 
have the human resources which 
could cause us a headache.” said 
Kuwait's Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Salem Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah. 

Western diplomats say talks on 
the make-up of the Arab defence 
force have progressed. One sug- 
gestion is that it comprise equal 
numbers of troops from Saudi 
Arabia and the other GCC states 
with smaller contingents from 
Egypt and Syria. 

They said that the total force 
could number about 26.000 plus 
the Kuwaiti army to deter any 
fresh attack by Iraq which had a 


million strong standing army 
when it invaded last August. 

Mr. Mubarak's visit to Kuwait 
follows that of another of the 
emirate's saviours. Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd. whose dramati- 
cally improving relations with 
Iran have added a new factor to 
Gulf security. 

Iran, which was neutral in the 
Gulf war. is eager to play a key 
role in any regional security force 
and opposed any long-term fore- 
ign military presence in the Gulf. 

Under pragmatic President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjanai, 
Iran is ending its self-imposed 
isolation. It is rapidly improving 
its relations with the Gulf states it 
was accused of trying to destabil- 
ise during Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini's 10-year rule. 

Westen nations . including the 
United States, which provided 
mosr of the troops for Operation 
Desert Storm, are winding down 
their presence in the region. 

Washington is understood to 
be setting up forward command 
headquarters in the Gulf where it 
is believed to have established 
weapons storage facilitates in 
case of any future war in the 
region. 

Arab states were furious at the 
disclosure that similar U.S. sites 
were being set up in Israel. 

The Kuwait News Agency said 
Mr. Mubarak flew from Kuwait 
to Bahrain where he was met by 
the emir. Sheikh Isa Ben Slaman 
Al Khalifa. Both visits were pre- 
viously unannounced. 


KUWAIT iR) — The liberation 
of Kuwait from Iraqi occupation 
cost the emirate S22 billion. 
Minister of Finance Nasser 
Abdulla Al Rodhan said in re- 
marks published on Tuesday. 

He told Kuwait's Al Qabas 
newspaper: "The total cost incur- 
red by the state budget for the 
liberation of Kuwait reached 
$22.6 billion. 

"This figure is nothing com- 
pared to the return of Kuwait io 
its legitimate owners and the res- 
toration of legitimacy.” 

The minister was thought to be 
referring to the cost of financing 
the U.S.-led multinational force 
that ended Iraq's seven-month 
occupation of the emirate in 
February. 

Kuwait has said it will pay the 
United States total of SIS.5 bil- 
lion for its contribution towards 
Operation Desert Storm. S5 hil- 
1 lion in 1990 and the rest in 1991. 

The minister's brief statement 
did not make clear whether he 
was referring to the 1991 calendar 
year budget or this year's. 

i 

The cost of repairing war dam- 
age lo infrastructure and the 
dousing of hundreds of oil wells 
I set ablaze in the war is estimated 

! at $21.1 to $30 billion. 

, Initial estimates were as high as 
; SI SO billion but these have been 
scaled down because the extent of 
damage caused by bombing and 
sabotage was not as grave as 
originallv thought. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Qadhaf i says Britain can go to hell 

LONDON (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi. who last 
month made overtures to Britain in a bid to restore diplomatic 
links, said Monday night that Britain can go to hell, Libyan 
television reported. “To hell with Britain and relations with it until 
the day of judgment. To hell with America and Britain,” Col. 
Qadhafi said in a speech at a session of the Libyan General 
People's Congress. Britain cut diplomatic links with Libya in 1984 
after a policewoman was killed and 11 people injured when 
unknown people inside the Libyan embassy in London opened fire 
on Libyan exiles holding an anti-Qadhafi demonstration outside. 
The Libyan government extended feelers to Britian last month 
through British legislator Edward Taylor, who met with Col. 
Qadhafi during a 10-day visit. Mr. Taylor said he had brought back 
several secret proposals, plus a letter of regret and a check for 
£250.000 ($405,000) for the killing of the policewoman. In a further 
move, Libya’s ambassador to the United Nations, Ali Treiki, said 
June 10 that Libya would reveal information about its contacts with 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) if Britain agreed to restore 
diplomatic ties. He said Libya's links with the IRA have been cut. 
The British government has said it wants convincing evidence the 
links have been cut, and has said that explosives and arms supplied 
by Libya to the IRA are still killing British citizens in Northern 
Ireland. Col. Qadhafi told the congress that Britain “began to 
criticise us, saying Qadhafi must personally apologise, Libya is a 
terrorist state, he is a dictator, and we do not need these relations. 
“It is Britain who must come. It is Britain who needs relations with 
Libya. It should come and kneel before Libya so that we can 
perhaps open the file and say we may reconsider the matter. 

Aoun stays on in Beirut refuge 

PARIS (R> — France’s ambassador to Lebanon left Beirut Monday, 
handing the problem of resident embassy refugee Michel Aoun to 
his successor. Mr. Michel Aoun. the former rebel Christian 
Maronite leader whose troops surrendered co Lebanese and Syrian 
forces last year, sought asylum in the embassy last October hoping 
to get to France. France has said it is willing to take htm in as an 
exile but the Lebanese government insists he be banded over for 
trial. The Foreign Ministry in Paris said Ambassador Rene Ala. 
who has been in Beirut for two years, would be French envoy to the 
Vatican. He will be replaced in Lebanon on July 1 by career 
diplomat Daniel Husson. 

Falashas in Israel unhappy 

TEL AVIV (R) — About 150 Ethiopian newcomers to Israel burst 
into tears when officials forced them to move from a mobile home 
community to s pedal immigrant housing, Israel Radio reported 
Monday. The radio said that the black Jews, among 14,000 
so-called Falashas airlifted from wartorn Ethiopia in a military 
operation bad lived in the mobile homes in Lower Galilee since 
their arrival in May. It said they were given four hours notice from 
the Jewish Agency, in charge of housing, to transfer absorption 
centres elsewhere in Israel. For several hours the Ethiopians 
refused to board buses sent to fetch them, saying they were happy 
where they were. Agency offidals said absorption centres — 
apartment blocks where Hebrew lessons and other sendees are 
provided — were more suitable for the newcomers. 


Israeli coalition survives 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s, right-wing government survived a 
parliamentary no confidence vote Monday over critirism of the 
kibbutz collective farm movement by the ultra religious immigra- 
tion minister. The government secured 59 votes while the more 
doveish Labour Party and its leftist opposition allies, hwo 
presented eight no confidence motions, mustered 49. Minister 
Yitzhak Peretz, a controversial rabbi, said last week that kibbutzes 
drove immigrants to crime and should not house newcomers 
because they did not strictly observe Jewish religious customs. The 
remarks outraged secular Israelis. Kibbutzes were at the forefront 
of early pioneering in the Jewish stale. Members drained swamps, 
worked land and built roads. Rabbi Peretz, responsible for the 
integration of some 14.000 black Jews from Ethiopia airlifted to 
Israel last month, has vehemently opposed a decision by the 
independent Jewish Agency to house them temporarily on kib- 
butzes. 

U.S. combat planes leave Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — The last four U.S. combat aircraft sent to 
Bahrain during the Gulf war left Tuesday for Saudi Arabia, a U.S. 
embassy spokesman said. He said the F-6 Wild Weagej fighter- 
bombers were redeployed to Dhahran after a farewell flight over 
the island Wes. An embassy statement said Washington had 211 
combat aircraft and 15,000 military personnel in Bahrain at the 
height of the U.S. -led military buildup that ended in the Gulf war. 
Only a few hundred U.S. servicemen, mainly navy personnel, are 
stationed in Bahrain but many others from neighbouring states visit 
the island for rest and recreation. The U.S. planes flew a total of 
9,906 missions from Bahrain during the war. 

Kuwait restores full communications 

NICOSIA (R) — Kuwait announced Tuesday that full communica- 
tions with the outside world had resumed after 10 months of 
isolation caused by the Iraqi invasion last August, the Kuwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA) reported. It said direct telephone lines, as 
well as telex, telegraph and other services had been restored. 
Telephone lines were partially restored last month but the direct 
dialling system did not resume until 10 a.m. (0700 GMT) on 
Tuesday, KUNA said. Iraq cut all communication lines with 
Kuwait on Aug. 3, one day after its forces occupied the emirate. 
The agency said the country code remained the same 965. ( 

Algerian curfew lifted for 3 days 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's army announced on Tuesday that the I 
curfew imposed after bloody fundamentalist unrest would be lifted i 
in the capital and three other places for next Friday, Saturday and j 
Sunday. In a statement carried by the Algerian News Agency APS 
it said the curfew, from 11 p.m. to 3:30 a.m., would restart on 
Monday June 24 and warned residents to obey roadblocks. 
Saturday and Sunday are the Eid Al Adha feast days and have been 
declared a public holiday. The curfew was imposed by the military 
enforcing a state of siege decreed by President Chadli Benjedid on 
June 5 after dashes between police and fundamentalists demanding 
an Islamic state. 


ALGIERS (R) — A new Alge- 
rian government took office on 
Tuesday, replacing one sacked on 
June 5 after fundamentalist un- 
rest. Several key figures have 
retained their posts but the 
majority are new. 

With the country now under a 
state of siege, new Prime Minister 
Sid Ahmad Ghozali kept Major- 
General KhaJed Nezzar as de- 
fence minister and left untouched 
the sensitive justice portfolis. In 
the hands of Ali Ben fits. 

“There is a core of continuity 
and experience which is very im- 
portant under the state of siege. 
A lot of the other names are fairly 
unknown but Ghozali seems to 
have kept his word on forming a 
fairly neutral government.” said 
one Western diplomat. 

One commentator pointed to 
the absence of any leading mem- 
bers of the main political parties 
or people known to be dose to 
the Islamic fundamentalist move- 
ment whose protests derailed 
general elections originally due 
on June 27. 

The prime minister says the 
government's main task will be to 
prepare for free and fair general 
elections this year. 

The main opposition Islamic 
Salvation Front, which led the 
protests, said the electoral laws 
were rigged in favour of the 
NationaF Liberation Front, once 
Algeria's sole political party. 


The leaders of two smaller Isla- 
mic parties. Nahdha and Hamas, 
had forecast before the 
announcement that Islamic and 
nationalist figures would domin- 
ate the new government. 

Mr. Ghozali, 54, also named 
Algeria's first human rights 
minister. Ah' Harotm, a lawyer 
and member of one of Algeria's 
two human rights leagues. 

And in a break with tradition, 
though not a precedent, he 
brought a woman into office, 
Nafissa LalHam, in charge of 
health. 

Sadek Bo us sen a, a former 
president, lost his job in charge of 
Algeria's gas and oil, the bedrock 
of its wealth. 

But his replacement. Energy 
Minister Nordtne Ait Laoussine 
is a technocrat with long experi 
ence. He was commercial direc- 
tor of die oO and gas giant Cow-- 
atrach when Mr. Ghozali ran it 
for 10 years. Mr. Laoussine later 
left and has been running a study 
centre in Geneva. 

With the new government like- 
ly to be short-lived, because of 
parliamentary elections later this 
year, Mr. Ghozali’s main success 
is seen as attracting Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi to the Foreign Ministry. 

“Ibrabimi is very well re- 
spected internationally, at the 
United Nations and for his work 
in Lebanon. He is probably the 


best known Algerian diplomat in 
the world today,” said one west- 
ern diplomat. 

The new foreign minister takes 
over Mr. GhozalPs old job inthe 
Makrod Hamrouche administra- 
tion, sacked two weeks ago when 
President Chadh Benjedid called . 
in dte army after dashes between 
police and the Muslim fun- 
damentalist protesters. 

At least 14 people were killed 
in the unrest. Western diplomats 
said the death toll was between 40 
and 50. 

Mr. Ibrahimi is currently assis- 
tant secretaiy general with the 
Cairo-based Arab League. He 
was the main trouble-shooter for 
Algeria, Saudi Arabia and 
Morocco when they made up a 
league committee which helped 
end Lebanon's 16-year civil war. 

His appointment is expected to 
help allay overseas concern about 
Algeria's future's, evident in a 
message to Mr. Benjedid this 
week from Prime Minister Ginlio- 
Andreotd of Italy, Algeria’s main 
trading partner. Italy has agreed 
to proride $7.2 billion in credit to 
foe North African country. 

Andreottj said, “The (system) 
in Algeria concents all countries, 
and particularly Italy... 

French commentators have 
also expressed fears about the 
impact of an Islamic fun- 
damentalist state on the large 
Algerian community tiring there. 


of missile deal 
with Israel 

MOSCOW (R) — Tim foreign 
minis try has discounted reports 
that Soviet officials had offered to 
sell Israel a system torepiacc 
U-S. made missiles used to inter- 
cept Iraqi missiles in foe Gulf, 
war. ■; - 

*T have, no official infotmatiaa 
on this,” mziasxry spokesman 
Vitaly Churkin told . -a news 
briefing. 

“I don’t know what Soyiet spe- 
cialists might say in a personal: 
capacity- with representatives of 
other countries at an internation- 
al event,' but it is apparent that 
such a deal could not .fake place ., 
without due account of foe. Soyiet 
government.” . 

Israeli officials at the Paris air 
show on Sunday told Reafezs that 
top Soviet spetiaftsxs bad offered 
to provide Israel with a system 
superior to the U.S.-made Patriot 
ntissBe used to knock out lraqi 
Scud missiles during foe war. 

Noah Shadier, spokesman for 
the Israeli defence ministry's 
arms development branch, said a 
manager of -a Soviet stale indust- 
rial corporation -had made foe 
offer during two meetings. ;• 

He said the offer was unpre- 
cedented and that the Soviet offi- 
cials made clear that “twerything 
(in their arsenal) is on the 


Israelis ambush guerrilla squad in South Lebanon 


TYRE. Lebanon (AP) — An 
Israeli army patrol ambushed 
guerrillas in South Lebanon early 
Tuesday, killed two of them and 
captured a third in an ensuing 
clash, security sources said. 

They said a fourth guerrilla 
escaped and the Israelis launched 
a major search for him. but had 
not arrested him several hours 
later. 

One of the sources said the 
identity and affiliation of the 
guerrillas was not known, but 
that “they apparently were on 
their way to attack a target inside 
Israeli territory.” 


Several Palestinian factions as 
well as Lebanese groups operate 
in South Lebanon. They are in- 
volved in an underground war- 
fare against the border strip Israel 
has occupied since 1985. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the security sources 
said foe guerrillas were driving in 
a blue BMW car near the border 
town of Naqonra, only 100 
metres from the headquarters of 
the United Natio ns In terim Force 
in Lebanon (UNIFTL). 

The Israelis opened fire at foe 
car about 1 Vi kilometres north of 


foe border. The passengers re- 
sponded with automatic weapons 
fire. 

But as the driver of the BMW 
was crying to manoeuvre a hair- 
pin curve at high speed, the car 
overturned. 

The guerrillas climbed out of 
the car and continued to fire at 
the Israelis. Two guerrillas were 
killed and foe third was arrested 
in the four-hour battle. 

The Israelis sealed off the re- 
gion and sent foot patrols in 
search of the escapee. 

The command of the 5,800- 


strong UNIFEL went on alert and 
the peacekeepers retreated to 
bunkers and foxholes as the guer- 
rillas and Israelis fought with 
rocket-propelled grenades arid 
automatic rifles. 

The sources said s evera l-rounds 
of rifle fire hit UNJHLV field 
hospital, but there was no casual- 
ties or damage. 

Israel controls the 1,100- 
square-kilometre “security zone” 
to guard against infiltrations into 
its northern settlement s. Th e 
strip overlaps with UNIFIL’s 
zone of operations. 


‘Mideast arms freeze discussed and rejected’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. 
Stale Department official de- 
fended U.S. arms sales to the 
Middle East Monday and said a 
freeze on sales had been discus- 
sed and rejected. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
John Kelly was responding to 
congressional critics of new sales 
at a time when the Bush adminis- 
tration, udner prodding from 
Congress, has announced it will 
seek to control the regional arms 
race. 

Pending legislation being de- 
bated in Congress would place a 
moratorium on U.S. sales of ma- 
jor weapons in the region while 
foe United States sought to work 
out an international agreement 


on controlling such exports. 

“Why not say. let’s stop right 
now sending conventional arms 
to the region?”' Democratic Rep- 
resentative Lee Hamilton of Indi- 
ana, Chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, 
asked Mr. Kelly. 

Mr. Kelly replied that the 
administration had had an inter- 
nal discussion of a moratorium 
during the planning of a Middle 
East arms control initiative 
announced by President George 
Bush last month. Bnt he said foe 
idea was rejected because 
weapons were needed for de- 
fence. 

The initiative is to be discussed 
by representatives of the United 


States, Britain, France, China 
and the Soviet Union — - The 
Permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council — 
at a meeting in France next 
month. 

Mr. Bush’s announcement was 
followed by the disclosure that 
the United States intends to 
transfer new weapons to the re- 
gion, including 20 Apadri attack 
helicopters to the United Arab 
Emirates and eight to Bahrain. 

Mr. Hamilton said these and 
other arms transfers undercut 
U.S. credibility on arms restraint. 

The administration is pl a nning 
a multi-billion dollar arms sale to 
Saudi Arabia that had been post- 
poned last year. 


Diehl McKafip, director of op- 
erations in the Defence Security 
Agency, said the .sale would 
“probably look {Efferent” bec- 
ause of the president's arms con- 
trol initiative and said details of 
Saudi needs would not be known 
before the autumn. 

On other issues, Mr. Kelly said 
foe United States bad talked fre- 
quently to Kuwait about recovery 
from the Iraqi invasion. 

He said U.S. officials had sug- 
gested frill adult franchise in elec- 
tions. 

He also said the United States 
and the international community 
wouW be expected to act again in 
'foe Middle East to repel aggres- 
sion if it recurred. 


5 killed in ammunition blast in Lebanon 


JOUNIEH, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— At least five people were killed 
and 20 wounded by a huge explo- 
sion at a militia ammunition 
dump in north Lebanon Tuesday, 
security sources said. 

The explosion, near Jounieh 
was heard in Beirut 16 kilometres 
to the south. It was followed by 
up to a dozen smaller blasts last- 
ing almost an hour. 

Panic-stricken civilians ran 
along a road near the ammunition 
depot, screaming for help and 
news of missing relatives and 
friends, as black smoke billowed 
over the sea. 

Security sources said the initial 
blast occurred as men of the 
rightwing Christian Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia were loading 
ammunition from the under - 
ground depot onto trucks. 

Shrapnel from exploding shells 


and mortar bombs flew hundreds 
of metres from the wrecked de- 
pot. 

The militia, led by Samir 
Geagea, blamed the blasts on an 
“act of sabotage” but did not 
accuse any particular group. 

Niam Khalil, 43. the truck driv- 
er, said he did not know the fate 
of his seven colleagues who were 
loading the ammunition. 

His face, hands and clothes 
were covered with blade dust and 
he repeatedly choked while talk- 
ing. 

Mr. Khalil said the depot was 
in the basement of an unfinished 
building. 

A dozen explosions shattered 
glass and inflicted some damage 
on cars in a three kilometres 
radius. Residents rushed to base- 
ments and bomb shelters as the 


shells exploded. 

Jean Pierre Daou, who was 
having lunch at a beach res- 
taurant, said he first saw a “huge 
flash. It was like part of foe sun. 
Then I heard the explosion.” 

As the witnesses were inter- 
viewed on the southern entrance 
to Maameltein, ambulances and 
fire engines with sirens wailing, 
sped to the area in an effort to 
evacuate casualties and combat 
the blaze. 

A wooded hill stretching from 
Maameltein to the hamiet of 
Adma, east of the coast, was on 
fire. A cloud of smoke hung over 
foe region as hundreds of civilians 
escaped the area. 

The police spokesman said at 
least 12 explosions were reported 
in the depot spaced over 40 mi- 
nutes. 


The Lebanese Forces com- 
mand said in a statement that the 
explosions were caused by “an 
act of sabotage that targeted a 
truck which was carrying 
ammunition from a depot in line 
with an agreement with the gov- 
ernment.” 

“A bomb exploded in a track, 
which led to detonating foe 
ammunition loaded on the vehi- 
cle and to a chain of explosions in 
ammunition set for loading. Tins 
resulted in a number of casual- 
ties,” the statement said. 

The area was a traditional 
stronghold for the Lebanese 
Forces militia until government 
troops moved into the Kesrouan 
province and other areas May 1 
to dismantle the militia cantons 
that fought each other for over 16 
years of civil war. 
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Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

IfctO Damascus (RJ) 

Ife3» Jeddah (RJ) 

IOA5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ 


1W* Larnca(RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

l8riM .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

»*• Cairo (RJ) 

«S25 Istanbul (RJ) 

Rop*. Madrid (RJ) 

19:16 London. Brussels (RJ) 

ftll Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

IhB Frankfort. Vienna (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

13^9 Sanaa (I Y) 

Chiro(MS) 

- .... Benghazi (LN) 

a* Paris (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

. Istanbul (RJ) 

12:45 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Caho(RJ) 

»=5® New Delhi (RJ) 

2 *s9* Dhahran (RJ) 

3t‘.lS Dubai (RJ) 

21:3* Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

Other flights (Terminal 2) 


•*!* Beirut (ME) 

**«• Sanaa (nr) 

J* 1 ®* Benghazi (LN) 

3309 Damascus. Phris (AF) 


Uppcr/krwcr price la fib per kg. 

Apple 720 / 450 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mutammar) 450 / 400 

Beans 550/250 

Cabbage .. 100/50 

240/180 

Cauliflower 300 / 250 

Cucumbers (large) 120/80 

QKttmbcn (small) 220/160 

EjgSltont 400 / 350 

p®* 1 * 500 / 400 

Uanoa 3701300 

.Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

^rmwhargi) 100/ 50 

Marrow (smalt) 170 / 120 

Onion(diy) 200/ 150 

O™ 1 ®: - 350 / 200 

^PPWlhot) 320 / 260 

Pepper (sweet) «... 360 /300 

ftngo — 300 / 250 

RwHsh 150/ ]Q0 

S"® 5 — 450/350 

Sweet melon 260 / 220 

Tomatoes 220/160 

Watcrmcioa ... 240/90 
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RJ to fly to 

* Slflll *? °P en a f oute io Col- 
ombo. In Sri Lanka, in the com- 
ing month in the course of it? 
well^anned expansion scheme 
to boost the airline's operations 
and services to all countries, 
according to an announcement 
Tuesday by RJ Director General 
nusam Abu Ghazaleh. 

e.U* fttmonal airline sustained 
5100 million losses as a result of 
the Gulf crisis which broke out 
last August, but through new 
programmes and activities it is 

* b ?H nt L to ma ke up for the loss, 
said Mr. Abu Ghazaleh in a 
statement. 

“In fact, the past two months 
of operations proved that RJ had 
regained its momentum specdih 
a good indicator for improve- 
ments ahead." the RJ chief 
noted. 

"Plans for new routes are care- 
fully worked out after feasibility 
studies, and RJ is sure of it's 
capability to grow and contribute 

/» most beneficially to the national 
economy.’* Mr. Abu Ghazaleh 
said in reply to a question about 
current expansion plans. 

“It is true that the RJ sustained 
losses during the Gulf crisis, but 
so did other airlines, for the same 
reason, he said. 

"The resumption of RJ flights 
to Beinjt. Monday, manifested 
the airline's determination to go 
ahead with plans to restore full 
momentum and open new routes, 
according to studied plans.** Mr. 

I, Abu Ghazaleh added. 

Replying to a question about 
the idea of transforming RJ into a 
public share-holding company. 
Mr. Ghazaleh said that was a 
mere idea in the course of an 
overall revision of policies. “RJ 
contacted a number of interna- 
tional firms in order to help study 
this prospect, but the whole mat- 
ter was postponed indefinitely 
following the eruption of the Gulf 
crisis last August; once the gov- 
ernment is convinced of the idea, 
the JRJ management can take a 
proper decision in this regard." 

4* Mr. Abu Ghazaleh pointed out. 

Towards the end of last month, 
an RJ statement denied as 
groundless reports that the airline 
was holding contacts to reach a 
deal with Air France or other 
foreign airlines with the purpose 


Colombo 


of enlisting their participation in 
RJ s capital once it has been 
transformed into a public share- 
holding companv. The statement 
said thai RJ hud prepared a feasi- 
bility study on this project, in 
19 km with the help of some firms, 
but no fun her steps were decided 
upon. 

Mr. Abu Ghazaleh denied that 
RJ was contemplating the idea of 
reluming a number of leased 
aircraft due to the current econo- 
mic recession. “Such allegations 
and rumours are mere specula- 
tions and not true." he said. 

"RJ is keen on constant mod- 
ernisation of its fleet of aircraft 
and leasing aircraft is one of the 
options open to the airline, like 
all other airlines, depending on 
expansion and modernisation 
plans." he noted. 

He said RJ was now at the 
threshold of a new phase of its 
activities and operations and 
would utilise ail its potentials, 
and use all its planes, to move 
ahead and remain among the 
most active airlines in the region. 

Referring to financial difficul- 
ties facing RJ. he said that like all 
airlines operating in the Arab 
region. RJ faced difficulties due 
to ihe soaring cost of fuel and rise 
in the insurance charges, espe- 
cially during the Gulf crisis, cou- 
pled with a decline in the tourism 
industry and transit operations in 
the region. 

Despite the difficulties. Mr. 
Abu Ghazaleh continued. RJ's 
tourism and air transport opera- 
tions are gaining momentum. 

In reply to a question about 
this year's decision to increase the 
prices of air tickets. Mr. Abu 
Ghazaleh pointed out that the 
decision was taken by the Inter- 
national Air Transport Associa- 
tion (IATA) and applied in April 
and May of this year by all 
airlines. 

He said that RJ did not plan to 
introudee any further increases in 
ticket prices in the coming stage 
unless forced by circumstances 
beyond its control. 

RJ Monday resumed flights to 
Beirut following a suspension of 
six years due to the general situa- 
tion in Lebanon. The airline said 
that it would be operating three 
weekly flights between Amman 
and the Lebanese capital. 


Show to benefit SOS children 


AMMAN (J.T.} — On the occa- 
sion Of the "SOS International 
Day, celebrating- the birtbdajf'ri^' 
ithe founder of the SOS Chil- 
*dren*s Villages Hermann Gmein- 
er, the SOS Children's Village 
Association of Jordan will be 
present Amalia Abu Saleh and 
Tbeeb Abu Shaleb in a comedy 
show specially directed for chil- 
dren and youth. 

The two-hour show will also 
indude the magician Mahmoud 


Hasboum, well known for his 
magical tricks that he got ac- 
quainted with in India and prac- 
ticed in different parts of the 
world. 

The group will be performing 
one show only in Amman at die 
Palace of Culture on Thursday, 
June 20, and all proceeds will go 
to the benefit of the SOS Chil- 
dren's Village Amman that takes 
care of orphaned and abandoned 
Jordanian children in family-like 
atmosphere. 


Gulf Peace Team members 
‘denied entry in West Bank 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two persons 
of a Gulf Peace Team which took 
part in a walk from Jerusalem to 
Jordan earlier this month in sup- 
port for peace between Israel and 
Arab countries have been denied 
return to the occupied Arab terri- 
tories for their participation in 
that walk. 

A Gulf Peace Team official in 
Amman told the Jordan Times 
that the two, Jim Douglass, from 
Birmingham, Alabama, and John 
Reuwer, from Virginia, in the 
**United States, were denied entry 
into the occupied territories when 
they tried to make the trip back 
to Jerusalem on Monday. 

The decision to ban the two 
U.S. citizens from returning to 
Jerusalem was taken by the 
Israeli Interior Ministry and a 
border guard ordered the two 
Americans back into Jordan, 
according to the team official. 

“All I did was walk for peace, I 
have committed no crime,” said 
Mr. Douglass in reply to the 
order. . „ 

Mr. Douglass was cate of the 23 
peace activists detained in the 
West Bank by Israeli troops and 
charged with failure to comply 
with military orders. 

The peace walkers believe that 
under international law the 

occupation force has no grounds 
fior arresting or chaining people 
' in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Reuwer supported the 


walk for peace, but was not 
among those who were arrested. 

The other members of the team 
who reached Amman planned to 
go to Iraq for a walk between 
Baghdad and Karbala, as their 
final stretch of the Middle East 
walk dedicated for rhe establish- 
ment of justice and peace in the 
region. 

The group, whose members 
were still in Amman Tuesday 
trying to travel to Baghdad, plan 
to visit Al Arairyah shelter, which 
was raided by allied bombers 
during the Gulf war, and visit the 
road linking Karbala to Baghdad 
as well as the death route fol- 
lowed by Iraqi troops on their 
way to Iraq after evacuating 
Kuwait where they were bombed. 

The trip to Iraq was termed by 
the group as a reconciliation mis- 
sion to express sympathy and. 
solidarity with the Iraqi people 
and to support calls for lifting an 
embargo on Iraq, the team offi- 
cial noted. 

The group's 120-kilometre 
march from Jersuaiem to the 
Jordan Valley commemorated 
the six-day Arab-Israeti war of 
1967. The group members said 
that they had learnt firsthand 
about what Israeli occupation 
means for the Palestinians who 
are denied the freedom of move- 
ment. detained and have their 
basic human rights violated. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


-3? 
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ft Ab exhibkioa of paintings and sculptures by Stowqp Sboddni, 
Mohammad Al Jakus and Rffqi AI Kazan at Abdul Hameed 
■ghwMn Ftmndathm (1WB ua. to SjW jus.) 
ft Palestinian heritage exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
ft photo exhibition by Hans Richter at tbe-Goefbe Institute. 
ft poster exhibition at the British CoandL 

FILM 

ft Anintrodoctimi to the abstract Efens of the twenties at the 


twenties arid Richter's “Everyday”). 







His Royal Highness Crown 1 Vince Hassan Tuesday meets with outstanding graduates 

Prince Hassan urges excelling 
students to serve the nation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met nr Al Hussein Youth City 
Tuesday with a group of gradu- 
ates. from the University of Jor- 
dan and Ynrmouk University, 
who excelled in their perform- 
ance and received the highest 
grades among this year's gradu- 
ates. 

The Prince congratulated them 
for their achievements, urging 
them to pursue their efforts for 
higher learning and increased 
efforts to serve their nation. 

Addressing the graduates, the 
Prince reviewed the university 
education system in Jordan and 
various challenges and problems 
faring the graduates in their quest 
to get employment or pursue 
their post-graduate studies here 
and abroad. 

The Crown Prince called on the 
graduates to form a special group 
whose members could take 
charge of following up on the 
future plans of the graduates re- 


garding employment or higher 
studies. 

He said that he personal!) was 
willing to lake pari in that group's 
activities, and urged this year and 
last year's graduates to form such 
u group. 

"Studies conducted by this 
group would help the country 
understand the real problems of 
the present and the future, and 
help the universities to plan bet- 
ter for iheir courses." the Prince 
noted. 

He urged the graduates to du 
collective work, to shoulder the 
responsibility given them and to 
take matters more seriously in 
dealing with issues of concern to 
the local community. 

Prince Hassan noted in particu- 
lar that foreign countries and 
international organisations could 
only offer Jordan financial assist- 
ance in the light of successful 
projects and seriousness in im- 
plementing income-generating 
schemes. 


To graze or not to; controversy 
over goats comes to a head 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The controversy 
that surrounded a decision 
taken a few months ago by 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mohammad Alawneh to open- 
forest areas for goats-to graze . 
on came to a head this week 
when a top Jordanian environ- 
mental official challenged the 
minister's decision and showed 
journalists the kind of damage 
freely grazing goats have 
caused the environment re- 
cently. 

In March of this year Mr. 
AJawneh allowed, for the first 
time, goats and sheep to graze 
in forests that are IS years old 
or more. “The goats could eat 
from trees, that could rejuven- 
ate themselves and by so doing 
we are allowing the sheep and 
goats to prune trees for us." 
Mr. Alawneh had said. 

“In addition, the droppings 
of the sheep and goats benefit 
the forest and the animals take 
care of eliminating the dry 
weeds which have caused many 
forest fires in Jordan," the 
minister had said in support of 
his views. 

The Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) had raised an outcry 
over the ministry's decision to 
allow the goats into the forests 
and society President Anis 
Muasher said that the goats 
were bound to destroy most of 
the forest if they were allowed 
to graze in diem. 

“We are trying to conserve 
nature and protect the trees 
and animals from extinction at 
a time when we realise that the 
forests cover only one per cent 
of Jordan's area," said the 
society president in an earlier 
statement to defend his views. 

Mr. Muasher challenged the 
minister's derision, calling the 
goats “black locusts” and 
saying that they are capable of 
destroying forests that the soci- 
ety was “desperately trying to 
protect.” 

Journalists Sunday were 
taken on a tour of forests 
grown and cared for by the 
RSCN in order to show them 
the damage that goats had 
done to those forests. Of the 
three forests toured, one. the 
Lizab forest, was damaged to 
near elimination. According to 
Mr. Muasher, there were 
10,000 trees planted on the 
'200-dunum six year old forest. 
Only 20 of these trees remain 
today, 

“Shepherds have broke 
through the protective wire 
'surrounding the Lizab forest 
and this is the result,'* Dr. 
Muasher said. 

On the few trees scattered 
around, the traces of damage 
were apparent. The goats, 
which eat anything, had eaten 
the bark of the trees and bitten 


into their pulp. "This damage 
to the bark means that food 
will not be able to go to the top 
branches of the tree and it will 
soon die," Dr Muasher said. 

A great deal of the funding 
for forests in Jordan comes 
from the German government. 
Charge d’affaires at the Ger- 
man Embassy Matthias Meyer 
said that a German govern- 
ment delegation, currently 
visiting Amman, have discus- 
sed the matter with the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture. "The Ger- 
man side expressed concern 
over the possible damage to 
forests funded by the German 
government. In the minutes 
signed at the end of the discus- 
sions, it was agreed that a 
solution has to be found for the 
matter if damage is done to the 
forests," Mr. Meyer said. “We 
do not know yet if and how 
much damage has been done, 
but we have an expert who will 
be making studies on this mat- 
ter.” 

Mr. Meyer said that binding 
the forestry sector in Jordan, 
by the German government, 
would continue as "we would 
like to do more for Jordan." 

Mr. Muasher said that a 
great deal of controversy sur- 
rounded fbe subject of damage 
goats cause. “1 think it is time 
that we bring in some experts 
in the field of forestry, either 
from Jordan or abroad, to re- 
solve this debate." Dr. 
Muasher said. 

According to studies by pro- 
fessors of forestry it has been 
proved that goats are "a 
forest's worst enemies as they 
graze on trees up to two metres 
of the trees' heights. Goats 
also eat saplings, new growths 
and gnaw the barks of trees. 
They also graze on particular 
areas over and over until they 
no longer have the ability to 
rejuvenate themselves. Often, 
goats expose the roots of trees 
to direct sunlight, cuts, peel- 
ing. pressure and death.” the 
professors wrote. 

An informed source at the 
Ministry of Agriculture said 
that advertising affected the 
resulting controversy. "When 
it was advertised to shepherds 
that they will be permitted to 
take their flocks into forests 
they did not realise there were 
limitations and thought that all 
forests were accessible to their 
goats. The result was that goats 
were allowed into young 
forests and the effect was dis- 
astrous," he said. 

The official, who preferred 
anonymity, said that it was 
obvious after this year's experi- 
ment, allowing goats to graze 
in forests, was far more damag- 
ing than expected. 

“This was the first year that 
gpais and sheep were allowed 
to graze. Because the grazing 
was not controlled in any way. 
the results were dramatic. 


Damage has been done by the 
grazing and certain areas will 
have to be replanted." he said. 

He added that the major 
problem now was controlling 
the phenomenon. "We have a 
problem on our hand now. be- 
cause it is extremely difficult to 
tell shepherds their flocks are 
no longer permitted to graze in 
places for which they have 
permits from the Minister of 
Agriculture." he said. 

Another informed source, 
speaking on condition of not 
being identified, said that the, 
underlying perception among 
shepherds was that trees that 
do not bear fruits are useless 
and can be sacrificed for food 
to their flocks. “This attitude is 
ridiculous because the leaves 
of trees and the shade they 
provide arc in a sense a fruit. 
But many shepherds help the 
grazing goats and bring down 
out-of-reach branches or break 
them so that their flocks can 
feed on them." he said. 

In previous news reports Mr. 
Alawneh said that the purpose 
of opening forest areas for 
goats was so that they could 
prune the trees. “The sheep 
and goats could eat from trees 
that would rejuvenate them- 
selves and by so doing allowing 
sheep to prune the trees for 
us," Mr. Alawneh said. 

The minister also said that 
because grazing was allowed in 
forests, forest-fires were re- 
duced by about 80 per cent 
because goats eliminate the dry 
leaves. 

An official at the Ministry of 
Agricultre said, however, that 
these numbers must have been 
taken from other sources as the 
Ministry of Agriculture does 
not make forest-fire statistics 
until the end of the fire season, 
which is at the end of October. 

“Leaves are most dry in July 
and that is what starts fires. 
This is why July marks the 
beginning to the season and 
October the end. Since this is 
the first year goats have been 
allowed to graze in forests, and 
since we have not yet made our 
statistics about forest-fires and 
how grazing has affected their 

rates,’ 1 can tell you positively 
that the 80 per cent that was 
quoted did not come from stu- 
dies by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture," he said. 

A RSCN member who pre- 
ferred nol to be named, said 
that this year was the worst 
year ro start allowing goats to 
graze in forest. “Not only did 
we get less rain than usual this 
year, and trees did not get their 
fair share of water to grow 
well, but the goats were also 
allowed to graze in March 
when trees are not supposed to 
be cur or ‘pruned’ because 
trees rejuvenated and grow at 
that time of the year. 

He said, that unfortunately, 
goats fed on the new growth on 
trees causing great damage. 


King Hussein honours 
National Charter panel 




The Prince cited Jordan'* coop- 
eration with Germany and Japan 
and said that Japan had uttered 
Jordan 451 X 1 million to help il 
promote its educational s\siem. 
He expressed hope that further 
aid would he forthcoming to 
promole ihe country '*» health and 
social deielopmcnt programmes. 

Prince Hassan urged universi- 
ties and concerned authorities to 
give due attention to vocational 
training for under-graduate stu- 
dents provided such trainning is 
linked to the local community's 
needs. 

The Prince referred io the ex- 
periments' of Germany and Japan 
in the post-war era in ihis respect, 
and called on concerned author- 
ities to follow in their footsteps 
towards achieving the reconstruc- 
tion of ihe country. 

Speaking at the meeting were 
the presidents of the two universi- 
ties who voiced their appreciation 
for Prince Ha&san's directives. 


AMMAN <Pelraj — His 

Mujes'.v King Hussein Tuesday 
honoured ihe chairman and 
members of the Royal Com- 
mission who drafted the 
National Charter, endorsed by 
the general congress on June 9. 
and. in a message to the chair- 
man. Ahmad Obeidat. the 
King voiced his deep apprecia- 
tion of commission's effort. 

According to a Royal Court 
statement King Hussein con- 
ferred on Mr. Obeidat the 
Jordanian Al Nahda Medal of 
the Supreme Order, and other 
medals on the commission 
members. 

In his message to Mr. 
Obeidat. King Hussein said 
that he was conferring the 
medal in recognition of this 
achievement and as an express- 
ion of the nation's gratitude for 
the great endravous the com- 
mission had taken and the 
efforts ir exerted to draft the 
charter. 



m 


Ahmad Obeidat 

"The medals given to the 
commission members were a 
manifestation of the country 's 
realisation of rhe great 
achievement the) accom- 
plished for the nation." the 
King said in his message 

The National Charter, 
drafted h\ the nil-member 


commission, the King noted, 
“emerged in the form we had 
wished." serving the people of 
Jordan without any discrimina- 
tion and constituting an 
umbrella for their dialogue de- 
signed to attain further 
achievements and to safeguard 
the national interests." King 
Hussein noted. 

This charter, the King 
added, has been blessed by all 
members of the Jordanian 
family and by all political 
groups and schools of thought 
because it was designed to 
serve ihe whole nation. 

King Hussein said that he 
was looking forward to further 
achievements by his people 
and noted that the medals were 
an expression of confidence in 
Mr. Obeidat. whom the King 
described on one of his closest 
advisors, and in the other 
members of the commission 
who participated in the crea- 
tion of the National Charter. 
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PRINCESS BASMA VISITS ORPHAN- 
AGE: Her Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
chairperson of the Board of Trustees of Queen 
Alia Jordan Social Welfare Fund (QaF) Tuesday 
stressed the importance of cooperation between 
public and private sector institutions in advancing 
the social development march and improving the 
levels of services offered to the needy families. 
Princess Basina was speaking at a meeting with 
the Administrative Committee of the Hussein 
Welfare Society, attended by Social Development 
Minister Yousef Al Athem. The minister called for 



exerting every possible effort to enhance coopera- 
tion among the social services institutions In 
Jordan, and noted that the ministry had drawn up 
plans to Improve the levels of services provided by 
such institutions and to upgrade their program- 
mes. The Princess later toured the society's child 
care centre. Princess Basma Orphanage, Princess 
Alia Orphanage, and other facilities. Al Hussein 
Society was established by the Ministry of Soda! 
Development in 1971. It now cares for ISO 
children aged 0-12 years. 



TONY 
<1CHALASSY 

Savour our int . cuisine in a romantic 


atmosphere at reasonable prices . 


Diners are welcome daily at 8:30 p.m 


except Mondays. Couples only. 


Opening june 20th t 1991. 


VC-^eUil Club? j 
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For reservations please call 815071 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDANIAN dailies continued their discussion of the trials 
going on in Kuwait of Palestinians and Jordanians accused of 
collaborating with the Iraqi occupation army and the torture and 
inhuman treatment the non-Kuwaiti nationals are accorded by the 
legal and illegal authorities in the emirate. Al Ra’i for its part said 
that these courts are issuing illegal rulings against the very people 
who exhausted their lives to build up Kuwait over the past four 
decades at a time when the world is turning a blind eye over the 
atrocities committed and the injustices practiced against the 
innocent civilians. The Palestinians and Jordanians who had lived 
under the Kuwaiti rule before August of 1990, continued to lead 
the same life under the occupation, serving in their own field; and 
they can by no means be held responsible for the occupation nor 
for the eviction of Kuwaitis from their homeland, said the paper. 
The Palestinians and the Jordanians committed no sin but are 
clearly guilty of remaining in Kuwait when its rulers fled the 
country along with those now in power, the paper stressed. It said 
that the Jordanians and Palestinians left in Kuwait had to pursue 
their services as usual not to benefit the Iraqi occupation forces 
but rather to safeguard the interests of the civilian population. For 
this reason, it said, the Jordanian government has now initiated 
wide-scale campaigns appealing to Amnesty International, the 
ICRC and other organisations as well as governments of various 
nations including the major world powers to put an end to the 
repression and injustice. The paper said that the Jordanian 
government's move was tantamount to an invitation to all 
peace-loving groups and international humanitarian organisations 
to interviene and stop the killings and torture of the innocent 
civilian Palestinians and Jordanians in Kuwait. 


A writer in Al Ra'i daily calls attention to the low level 
standard of services offered by Amman Municipality to the 
capital's residents, and notes that as the population grows the 
problems tend to increase. Iyad Waqfi notes that Amman has 
been reputed as one of the cleanest capitals of the world, 
especially after the municipality had introduced measures to 
ensure periodic cleanliness campaigns and after eliminating the 
tremendous numbers of rodents and rats that infested various 
disctricts before the 1970s. The writer says many complaints are 
being raised at present at the low level cleanliness and aly » the 
re-appearance of a great number of rats. He says the municipality 
is on record in its announcement three years ago that it has 
completely disposed of the sources of the rats; and sure enough 
Ammanis enjoyed a clean city devoid of the rodents that not only 
devoured gram but also constituted a source of danger and 
diseases. 
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BEHIND HIS Majesty King Hussein’s decision to accept the 
resignation of Prime Minister Modar Badran and his choice of 
Foreign Minister Taher Masri to form a new cabinet lies a 
realisation that this coon try is entering a new political era and 
that our people should be prepared to deal with it determinedly 
and effectively. 

Mr. Badran’s government was not without shortcomings, 
but it has served Its useful purpose at a most crucial stage in the 
history of Jordan and the whole region. Three of Mr. Badran's 
major accomplishments have been his ability to manage the 
affairs of the country well during the Gulf conflict and war that 
followed the superb management by his team of the country’s 
economy and liberalisation of the political process in the 
Kingdom. Mr. Badran's enthusiastic support for Iraq was 
shared by most Jordanians and we do not feel the outgoing 
prime minister can be singled out for criticism for his role 
during the crisis. 

Mr. Masri thus inherits an important and a rich legacy, even 
though bis mission will not be easy. He has three main issues to 
tackle: The peace process, the economy and Jordan's 
flourishing democracy. Each of these can be a big problem if 
not handled properly and urgently, especially since ail three 
are interdependent as well. On the peace process Mr. Masri, as 
did most Jordanian prime ministers before him, will have to 
uphold Jordan's commitment to a just and durable solution to 
die Arab- Israeli conflict while at the same tune manoeuvring to 
ensure enough Arab support and unity and seeking American 
pressure on Israel to meet the Palestinians and Arabs halfway. 
He needs to make dear to the Syrians, the PLO and the 
Jordanian people that Jordan is not and will not be going it 
alone into the peace conference without Palestinian and Arab 
support and consensus. This of course is very much dependent 
on Arab reconciliation. Otherwise pressure on Jordan would 
be enormous. Mr. Masri’s long experience as foreign minister 
and his good relations with Arab; leaders will certainly play a 
positive role in the search for Arab reconciliation. 

Jordan’s economic well-being .will depend to a great degree 
on both peace among the Arabs and peace with Israel. While 
the road to peace with Israel is long and tortuous, dosing of 
Arab ranks may prove to be a less thorny problem. The 
economy of this country has always depended on Arab aid and 
on the transfer of expatriates’ earnings. However, the lesson 
from the Gulf crisis and war should be absorbed and learned. 
Jordan needs to devise alternatives to its pre-Gulf war finances, 
and has to negotiate with the IMF and creditor countries 
skilfully if results are to be positive. 

Democracy, which landed Mr. Masri in Parliament and led 
to his appointment as prime minister, will surely be a headache 
for him. But if the Muslim Brotherhood, as has been reported, 
does not agree to join Mr. Masri's government, then he will 
have to contend with a strong opposition in the Lower House. 
With a number of important draft laws to be approved by the 
House, the new government will have not only to pacify the 
Brotherhood but also to outwit their programme and rhetoric 
which seem to appeal to a big sector of our society. 

We can only wish the prune minister-designate the best of 
lock in his endeavour. But the man’s intelligence, credibility 
and integrity will remain his biggest assets. 


Economic Forum 


By 


Do we have an economic policy? 


THE ANSWER to the above question is in the negative, 
unless having no policy is a policy. However, I am not 
aware that our economic thinking does reach such a level of 
sophistication. If it is a deliberate and conscious choice, a 
no-policy policy will be tantamount to one poised for 
greater and greater liberalisation of the economy. Other- 
wise we will not be knowing where to go and what is better 
to do. I am fearful that this is the case. 

By economic policy I mean an interrelated set of 
measures, attitudes and positions which serve an identifi- 
able economic strategy. This is not there. What we have is a 
variety of ad hoc measures tailored to cope with problems 
that emerge or develop, not by design as much as by 
accident, in the course of running our economy. 

In previous column's, we told our readers that economic 
strategies revolve, in the final analysis, around one of three 
cardinal goals: economic growth, price stability and com- 
bating unemployment. During the last one or two years, 
the managers of our economy seemed to be over preoccu- 
pied solely with eliminating the budget deficit. Such an 
issue cannot be the main goal of economic policy, as it has 


been in our case. The natural result was that such 
over-preoccupation has distorec? the economic policy of 
Jordan and will, if it goes unabated, distort the Jordanian 
economy itself. 

The adjustment programme contracted with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) may be taken to embody an 
implicit economic policy. However, after the achievement 
of exchange rate stability, the programme, or what is left of 
it, is basically made up of rectifying Jordan's international 
payments imbalance. (Hence the emphasis on eliminating 
the budget deficit). 

If external debt is discarded, Jordan will be able to 
balance its books regarding its foreign exchange receipts 
and outlays. Any excess demand over supply here can be 
trimmed through some sort of import regulation. 

Thus the ultimate goal of the adjustment programme is 
effectively to enable Jordan repay its external debt. This 
process will take years and years. In the programme, no 
mechanism is spelled out as to how the Jordanian economy 
will manage to cater for its own needs and additionally 
generate the financial surplus needed to amortise external 


debt. One can hardly label a siriiatipn where the 
eoal is repaying external debt as making upL viable, 
economic policy. Indeed, it is sad to mortj^ ^.tfa&eQMB pny 
for such a goal and for such aTong pencxL neither in 

the interest of the debtor or the creditor. Th^adjustmeat 
prog ramme was designed in such a wayas ttt inspire-fiscal 
disdpline, and if necessary, to force it. Buttesafoe^et of 
measures recommended in it for this very purpose can very 
well distort the investment climate nr longer ran.- 

One of the major tasks the new gove rnment isfo 
form ula te an integrated and visible economic poScy which 
will have to be based on sweeping economic Kberafisation. 

Apart from stabilising the fordanian dmar wfiicfa jvfll 
probably have to be wholly credited to Dr. Mbharomad 
Said Nabulsi, the Central Bank goveraor T - the main 
achievement of the past two governments was raising taxes. 
However, this is a negative adnevenrom.Theiefe .of course 


every chance for the past economic policy trends to 
continue with the new government into the-future. If that 
happens, it will be very tragic because the private sector 
will have reached the stage and state of despair. • 


Postwar U . S . ascendancy 
e tracks Europe’s aspirations 


By Joseph Fitchett 


PARIS — Whether they like it or 
not, leaders in Europe and the 
Middle East agree that the U.S.- 
led victory in the Gulf war capped 
a string of changes — in Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa — 
that have given Washington an 
extraordinarily strong global 
hand. 

In the process, the sense of 
U.S. power has shifted from one 
of a soft-edged internationalism 
that buoyed the Gulf crusade, 
with Washington as first among 
equals. The emerging perception 
is that history and the Bush admi- 
nistration are working for what 
some might call a Pax America- 
na. 

“The United States, capitalis- 
ing on its recent military victory, 
is transforming its advantage into 
political victory on every conti- 
nent,'’ said Jean-Michei Boucher- 
on, head of the defence commis- 
sion in the French Parliament. 

Largely unmentioned in official 
discourse, however, is that 
Washington’s new authority has 
irritated some governments, in- 
cluding those of the Soviet Un- 
ion, Germany and France, be- 
cause they see that the future 
they had anticipated is being 
postponed, perhaps indefinitely. 

Instead of seeing U.S. power 
ebb with the cold war's end, 
foreign leaders are having to posi- 
tion themselves and shape poli- 
cies that respond to a surprising 
twist in international relations: 
U.S. ascendancy. 

The initial response on the part 
of many European governments 
is simply to try to wait it out. 

In Asia, the pattern of reac- 
tions is simpler. For Japan and 
other Pacific tiggers, the United 
States is only a military super- 
power, an indispensable partner 
in security but a competitor that 
in the economic sphere is actually 
lagging. 

All these foreign reactions 
often ignore the domestic con- 
text — in the White House, Con- 
gress and the country — that sets 
ambitions and likely limits of 
U.S. power. 

Internationally, the Gulf war 
has re -aligned geopolitical ex- 
pectations about the rest of the 
decade, officials say, because the 
magnitude of the U.S. military 
performance contrasted so 
strongly with the impression of 


Soviet subordination and 
Japanese paralysis. 

Germany, labouring under the 
strains of absorbing its new east- 
ern third, was totally absent from 
the Western security debate on a' 
crisis that has reset the security 
agenda. 

If Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher, the architect 
of Germany’s geopolitical 
strategy, had anticipated that the 
moment was at hand when 
Washington would no longer be a 
serious influence in Europe, “he 
will have to set back his calendar 
a few years," said an official of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation. 

In contrast, countries as diffe- 
rent as Poland and Britain are 
more than ever insistent on con- 
solidating U.S. power in Europe 
in NATO as the only force offer- 
ing what a Polish cabinet minister 
describes as “psychological con- 
tainment*' of a united Germany 
strong enough to reassure other 
countries on the continent. 

Nowhere is this new vortex of 
power being tested faster than in 
Europe. To delineate the change, 
consider these indications: 

o In the Soviet Union, the 
Bosh administration is being 
embraced by President Mikhail 


Gorbachev and the radical 
opposition alike because both see 
U.S. power helping determine 
the country's future. 

• Europeans publicly pay hom- 
age to the Bush admimrtration’s 
performance and call for a con- 
tinued U.S. role in Europe. To 
do otherwise would look ungrate- 
fill or, far worse, silly. But pri- 
vately many Europeans echo the 
views of a German official who 
says that Washington's capacity 
for leadership “will subside as 
economic and social diffi culties 
mount.” 


Washington has encouraged 
both Moscow and Paris to parties 
pate in the search for peace in the 
Middle East, a radical change 
from the previous U.S. hostility 
to any other "outside” involve- 
ment. 

France, for example, is a 
Western interlocutor with Iran 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation because Washing- 
ton shies from official contacts 
with them. 


exchange for U.S. recognition of 
the legitimacy of an undefined 
"European security identify.” 
This tradeoff, a Bush adminis- 
tration official says, showed that, 
"the Germans' acquiesced in what 
had to happen, and we gave 


to decide how to collect 


• In the Middle East, perhaps 
the most critical region, there is 
what an Arab official unhesitat- 
ingly calls “a rare unanimity in 
which every government is a U.S. 
client or bargaining to become 
one. ” The Gaff war has jolted the 1 
Arab World and even Iran and 
other Muslim forces towards the 
view, already accepted by Egypt 
and Israel, that Washington holds 
the keys to change in the Middle 
East. 

A s ign of new U.S. self-confi- 
dence is the Bush administra- 
tion’s readiness to decide winch 
international choices it will try to 
manage and which it will dele- 
gate. 


This U.S. approach, an Arab 
diplomat said, reflects a pragma- 
tic confidence that all parties in 
the Middle East “realise that only 
the United States can deliver.” 
When Washington is not in- 
terested, nothing happens, he 
said, citing U.S. indifference to 
Syria's recent move to gain hege- 
mony in Lebanon. 

The Bush a dminis tration's CUT- * 
.rent sense of mastery over the 
Western agenda was displayed in 
March when Mr. Genscher 
met in Washington with Secretary 
of State James A. Baker. The 
outcome, scarcely reported at 
the time but widely noticed in 
governmental circles, extracted 
German acknowledgement of 
NATO’s coo tinning central role 
in Europe's political future m 


The debate among European 
governments about possible milit- 
ary roles for the European Com- 
munity or for the Western Euro- 
pean Union, a grouping of seven 
European members of NATO, 
appears increasingly inconclu- 
sive, diplomats say. The Confer- 
ence on Security snd Coopera- 
tion in Europe, which once 
seemed poised to dibits the U.S. 
voice in Europe, seems to be t 
withering away. 

That Washington statement set 
the stage for NATO’s ‘decision 
early this month to create a raptd- 
intervention force and keep its 
integrated military command 
under a U.S. officer, an o utc ome 
that was more remarkable for 
what it preserved of NATO than 
for what it changed, alliance offi- 
cials say. 

German agreement reflected 
not only U.S. pressure but also 


BonaV disappointment with 
France and Itafy, whkb seem to 
be drifting out of the main trans- 
Atiantic political di sc ussions de- 
spite* fhiny of EC proposals last 
year, German dipiontatssaid. 

Britain, in contrast, has 
moved, with Dutch support, to 
capbafiBR cm the new U.S. im- 
petus. On the ciest of U.S.- 
British cooperation in the Golf, 
London quickly championed the 
idea of a NATO rapid-reaction 
force. Britain got die p rimar y 
share of the new assignment, 
mt jniiwig co mmand, thus staving 
off troop cuts that would have 
demolished the British military 
presence on the Co n ti n en t. 

Interestingly, Spain — normal- 
ly aligned with Fiance in keeping 
its distance from NATO — 
poised die NATO decision as a 
“afep in _fhe light /direction.” 
ym, nxhng oii t . p utti ng Spanish 
troops under NdffOtocnnnand, 
Madrid suggested coordmation 
with NATO on areas of “mutual 
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strategic concern. 

France, in contrast, seized on 
the NATO decision — even 
though French forces are not 
involved — to back away from 
international military coopera- 
tion of any land, even in the EC 
French officials, admitting that 
they are puzzled by the pullback, 
attribute it to President Francois 
Mitterrand’s feeling that it will 
appeal to nationalistic feelings at 
what appears to be a pro-electoral 

cam paign . 

Mr. Mitterrand seems to have 
veered away from post -Gulf 
readiness to exploit France’s role 
in order to attack the Ganliist- 
legacy of suspicion of Washing- 
ton. Michel Rocard, prime minis- 
ter at the time, told a Socialist 
Party congress that “between the 
tyranny of Coca-Cola and the 
democracy of Afghanistan, I have 
made my choice.” 

The severest re-evaluation, of. 
course, occurred in Moscow. De- 
spite official military bravado that 
Iraq had provided an easy oppo- 
nent, NATO officials have «T J 
doubt that Soviet commanders 
were stunned by the real-life dis- 
play of conventional force that 
Moscow has less and less hope of 
matching. 

Despite U.S. efforts to dispel 
Soviet concerns, the facts of U.S. 
power are inescapable, efipfomais 
say. — International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


Just like Vietnam, Americans are angered by Gulf war 


By James T. Philipps 


A RECENT Time/CNN poll 
reported that 89 per cent of the 
American people are proud of 
what the United States has 
accomplished during the Gulf 
war.. The approval rating for 
George Bush has consstendy 
registered a similar percentage 
since the president pushed the 
button on Jan. 17, 1991. The 
anticipated surge of support 
for American troops at the 
outset of hostilities has been 
sustained for over five months. 
What were the accomplish- 
ments that America now cele- 
brates with military parades? 
What were the victories that 
encouraged this festive atmos- 
phere of preening pride? 


Americans will always remem- 
ber the unilateral actions of 
George Bush as he bribed and 
bullied other nations into sup- 
porting his “this will not stand” 
stance.* They will remember 
the manipulations of the press 
and public into believing that 
tins pre-planned assualt upon 
Iraq was only a series of 
thought fully considered re- 
sponses to the acts of evil 
perpetrated by Saddam Hus- 
sein. But, what wiQ be remem- 
bered most by those who 
opposed the Gulf war, will be 
the public statements by Presi- 
dent Bush prior to the congres- 
sional vote approving his ac- 
tions. 


and caused the abuse of power 
and authority in ways similar to 
the oft-mentioned Adolf 
Hitler? 

The victorious accomplish- 
ments of “the finest troops any 
country has ever had” continue 
to be celebrated and savored 
by a majority of Americans. 
Arc they proud of the fact that 
the greatest superpower on 
earth successfully produced a 
vast arsenal of weapons that 
quickly reduced an ineptly led 
and inferior Third World fight- 
ing force info a defenceless 
foe? 


between 100,000 and 150,000. 

The civilian (women, chil- 
dren and non-combatants) 
death toU could even be high- 
er, increasing daily due to dis- 
ease and hunger created in the 
aftermath of the American 
bombing campaign. 


Are most Americans proud 
of a democratically elected 
president who assumed dic- 
tatorial powers of decision- 
making equal to those of his 
authoritarian enemy? A few 


Mr. Bush declared his right 
to go to war regardless of the 
outcome of the vote in Con- 
gress by the elected repre- 
sentatives of the American 
people. Are Americans really 
proud of supporting actions 
that ignored the constitution 


Do the parades signify 
approval of a military battle 
plan that included the relent- 
less destruction of the Chilian 
infrastructure of Iraq that con- 
tinued on for weeks, un- 
opposed by Iraq's defeated and 
devastated army and air force? 
The body-count of Iraqi sol- 
diers. killed during Desert 
Storm has been estimated to be 


When President Bush called 
off his dpgs of war and de- 
clared victory, Americans 
cheered and applauded their . 
leaders, their troops and them- 
selves. The defeat suffered in 
Vietnam has been buried be- 
neath the rabble of Iraq. The 
United States finally got the 
chance to bomb an enemy 
“back to the stone age.” And, 
once again, the nation wants to 
bring the troops home as soon 
as possible. This time as vic- 
tors. Five hundred thousand 
new heroes are r e t urni n g to 
boisterous welcomes from 
adoring and admiring fellow 
citizens. Mission accomr 
ptished. 


The after-effects of the war 
against Iraq reverberate 
through out the Middle East. 
While Americans celebrate the 
brilliance of war machines and 
the bravery of warriors, mil- 
Uons of people have had their 
lives disnipted, 'damaged ami 
destroyed. Nine out of ten 
Americans tell the pollsters 
that they are proud of a milit- 
ary venture that has split the 
Arab World into feuding fac- 
tions more threatening to 
peace than the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait; allowed Syria 
to complete its domination of 
Lebanon; encouraged Israel to 
attack Palestinian camps, while 
building more Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territor- 
ies; increased the build-up of 
conventional weapons in 
Israel, Syria and Saudi Arabia; 
opened the door for continued 
United States autitary involve- 
ment in the region; and 
brought unne cessa r y suffering 
to Jordan, a nation that prayed 


for negotiations and peace. 

In America, people are mar- 
ching through the streets of 
their cities, towns and villages 
puffed up with pride, bloated 
on hot air like the balloons in a 
new year’s day parade. When 
the oa-gy of self-congratulation 
ends and the truth about this 
Middle East ims-adventure be- 
gins to filter through the blue 
smoke and mirrors created by 
the covert foreign policy of 
George Bosh, the opinion polls 
might possibly show a change 
in the attitude of the American 
people. The minority who 
opposed this war will be joined 
by many others whose pride in 
accomplishment will be re- 
placed by anger and shame. 
Just like Vietnam. 


The writer, a former director 
of an art gallery in the U.S., is 
currently writing on Middle 
East issues for various Amer- 
ican publications. 
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Masri in intense contacts 


(Contfamed Cram Page |j 

jum a marg inal majority in a vote of 
oaoMcnw oou m in November when 
me regular session of Parliament a 
reopened. 

Analysts maintain that the Brother- 
hood has also used (he preuxt of the 
dtffenng views on the Palestinian 
“sue to withdraw from the govern- 
ment after they calculated their gains 
and Jossa daring their six months in 
Mr. Bfldran s government. 

When they entered Mr. Badran's 
Sowaiunent they knew that the gov- 
enunent also abided by Jordan's 
general policy on internatianal legi- 
timacy regarding the Palestinian 
problem; what made them to it 
then? one analyst asked. 

Mr. Masri met with the Muslim 
Broth erhood representatives j n the 
morning but no details were im- 
nurfiately available of the details of 
the meeting. A report by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Tuesday refer- 
red ro a meeting between Mr. Masri 
and Dr. Abdul Latif Arabiyar, speak- 
er of the Lower House of Parliament 
and member of the Muslim Brother- 
hood, but the agency was vague on 
the aims and content of the meeting. 

Sources bad fold the Jordan Times 
Monday that the movement was ex- 
pected to demand from Mr. Masri a 
pledge against negotiations with 
Israel in addition to their 14-point list 
of conditions which they wanted Mr. 


Badran to abitkwonc-Mid-a-half years 
ago. The list of demands ranges from 
applying Sharia law to banning the 
sale and manufacrare of bqaor m the 
country. 

Tbe premier-designate also met 
with the five-member Liberal par- 
liamentary bloc, which, according to 
a source within the Hoc. expressed 
interest in participating in Mr. Masri's 
government “but only if our condi- 
tions were met." The source, howev- 
er, did not reveal what these condi- 
tions were. 

He said that his bloc did not have 
fundamental objections to Mr. Mas- 
ri’s appointment as prime minister 
but maintained that the final decision 
of bis group “largely depends on the 
people be appoints as ministers, 
whatever they are deputies or from 
outside the Parliament." 


The seven-member Democratic 
bloc also met with Mr. Masri but 
although they expressed their willing- 
ness to support his government, 
sources said they wanted their partka- 
pantioii to be considered as that of 
their umbrella coalition, the Jorda- 
nian Arab National Democratic 
Alliance fJANDA). 

The sources added that m their 
meeting with the premier-designate 
the bloc members requested two min- 
isterial posts bnt did not receive an 
answer from Mr. Masri in response to 
their request. 


JANDA is fl coalition of leftist and 
independent personalities and repre- 
sentatives of political panics, in the 
country. 

Mr. Masri oho met with the mem- 
bers of his own National Parliamen- 
tary Bk>c which includes 15 members. 
Details of that meeting were nut 
immediately available but sources 
said Maanday that the National Bloc 
was expected to extend its support tu 
Mr. Masri. It is also expected that the 
final cabinet list would include prom- 
inent members of the National Bloc. 

According to highly-informed 
sources, certain ministerial positions 
have already been allocated although 
the list was not final. The sources 
predicted that the new prime minister 
wiU also assume the portfolios of 
defence and foreign affairs. 

Candidates mentioned by the 
sources for different portfolios: Jaw- 
dai Sboul (the governor of Amman) 
Tor interior; Khalcd Koraki (minister 
of culture and youth) (or information'. 
Aii Abu Ragheb (former president of 
the contractors association) for the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade: 
Hisham Khatib (former minister of 
energy) for energy; Racf N/jm (for- 
mer minister of public works) for 
Awqaf and Islamic affaire; Abdul 
Kanin Dughmi to stay at labour: 
Jamal Sarayrah to stay ai transport. 
Abdullah Nasour and Sulim Zoubi 
(both deputies) are also nominated 
for posts in the new government. 


‘Useful exercise’ in democracy 


(Coetianed from Page 1) 


of the change in government is to 
bridge the gap between the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation Organisation) 
and the Jordanian govenunenL espe- 
cially that there is talk of forming a 
joint delegation to attend a peace 
conference." 

Abu Kifah said he believed that 
Mr. Masri's Palestinian origin will be 
a "main link" between the Jordanian 


policymakers and tbe Palestinians. 

"Tbe change is noi only in govern- 
ment but it is a change in policy," Dr. 
Naur said. "Taber Masri represents a 
moderate wing inclined to get into the 
peace process." he added. 

l j-ct optimists thought that this 
change would not bring about tangi- 
ble results in the peace process. 

"I don't think we will ever see 
peace brought to this part of the 
world,” Mr. Abdul Kader said. He 


explained that be feels this way be- 
cause of "past failures," and that the 
appointment of (he new government 
did not effect his judgement. 


A 36-year-old housewife, Mariam 
Fakhouri. who shared Mr. Rader's 
sentiments, said that Jordan would 
not be able to do anything indepen- 
dently because "they (the United 
Slates) will dictate the conditions of 
any peace process." 


U.S. official sees fight with Congress 


(Conttaned from Page 1) 


pants. 

Mr. Dine said Israeli supporters 
who were unhappy about settlements 
should "swallow hard, roil up your 
sleeves and get to work to fight 
linkage.” 

He said that without the loan 
guarantees Israel would have to take 
commercial loans for periods of no t 
longer than seven years, tt» short a 
time to build housing for immigrants. 

With U.S- ; ga3nmtfies. it could take 
30-year touts. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Tuesday that Israel does 
not need U.S. approval to build 
Jewish settlements in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Levy was speaking to reporters 

at Ben-Gnrion airport after returning 
from a week-tong visit to the United 
States, where be met with the Secret- 
ary of State Baker. 

“There is no comnrinncni on the 

part of Israel or any responsible party 

in Israel which says we require Amer- 
ican approval for settlements or 
building in the (occupied) territor- 
ies," Mr. Levy said. 

Mr. Levy also contended that the 
peace process has bogged down not 
because of settlements but because of 
Syria. , . _ . 

“What is bedding it up is Syrian 
reply to Baker's proposals." Mr. 
Levy said. “We are still waiting for 
the Syrian reply, and 1 am still hoping 
h w3l be positive. But it is dear that 
the delay is holding up the peace 
process- 


amount of agreement among the 
parties on the key elements of the 
approach we advocate. 

"We found general acceptance 
of the idea of a conference, cos- 
ponsored by the United States 
and the Soviet Union, which 
would lead directly to bilateral 
negotiations between Israel and 
its Arab and Palestinian neigh- 
bours and to multilateral negotia- 
tions on regional issues. The con- 
ference would not have the au- 
thority to impose Its views on the 
patties and would not interfere 
with negotiations. 


ability of the conference to recon- 
vene. The administration believes 
the United Nations should have a 
role at the conference. A role for 
the U.N. should pose no prob- 
lem, since this is a conference 
that cannot impose its prefer- 
ences and cannot be a court of 
appeal. 


8 more 

face death 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Habash. appealed (o internation- 
al organisations and humanita- 
rian groups to move quickly to 
stop "(he arrest campaigns laun- 
ched against Palestinians in 
Kuwait, and the death sent- 


ences. 

Twenty other alleged collabor- 
ators went on trial in Kuwait 
Tuesday before two martial 
■courts, each composed of three 
judges and two military officers. 
Bight were found not guilty and 
the cases of 12 were adjourned. 

Zaicd Mohammad Amin, a 17- 
year-old Jordanian student, was 
among several accused of mem- 
bership of 3 pro-Iraqi group dur- 
ing the seven-month occupation. 
Amin, who said police beat him 
to force a confession, had his case 
adjourned. 

"You confessed that you were 
a member of the Palestine Li- 
beration Front (a pro-Iraqi 
group) and that you were trained 
to use weapons. Is (hat true?” 
Judge Jaw-ad Jassem AI Abdullah 
asked Amin. 

"No sir, (his is not true. It did 
not happen ... the police forced 
me to say what they wanted me to 
say ... they were hitting me hard 
with iron bars and chains. I had to 
say that, sir. believe me I had to 
soy that." Amin replied. 

He said he was detained at a 
Kuwait City hospital after taking 
the body of an aged neighbour 
who died of a heart attack to the 


morgue. 

Hamed Mousa, an 18-year-old 
Palestinian student, was also ac- 
cused of joining the same orga- 
nisation. Mousa, whose case was 
also adjourned, protested his in- 
nocence and said he had been 
forced to make false statements. 

There is no appeal under mar- 
tial law, but the martial law gov- 
ernor Crown Prince Saad Ai 


3bduliah A) Sabah must approve 
all sentences in consultation with 
three judges from the court of 


appeals. 

Tuesday's death sentences 
brought to 21 the total death 
sentences issued since the col- 
laboration trials began May 19. 
Such sentences are carried out by 
hanging. 

The earlier sentences included 
three Jordanians, two Palesti- 
nians, two Lebanese, a Kuwaiti 
woman, two stateless Arabs and 
three whose nationality was not 
known, according to the AP. 


Kelly testimony 


U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State John Kelly told Congress 
Monday: 

“In our contacts in the region, 
we have found a significant 


“We also found a genera] 
acceptance of a two-track 
approach: Israel and the Arab 
states would conduct negotiations 
rat one track, and Israel and 
Palestinians from the Occupied 
Territories would conduct nego- 
tiations cm a parallel track. We' 
found agreement among tbe par- 
ties that negotiations on the 
Occupied Territories would pro- 
ceed in phases, with negotiations 
on permanent status following 
talks on interim self government. 
We found agreement that Palesti- 
nian representatives should come 
from persons living in the Occu- 
pied Territories who accept the 
two-track, phased approach and 
who are committed to living in 
peace with Israel. We found 
agreement that this process 
would be rooted in UNSC Re- 
solutions 242 and 338. 


“There still remain a number 
of issues on which agreement has 
not yet been readied, primarily 
related to tbe U.N. role and tire 


Blackmail 


(Coathmcd firora Page 1) 
destruction. 

Under the resolution, U.N. 
member states are encouraged to 
contribute cash, equipment and 
expertise to the weapons- 
destruction programme, but 
Baghdad is required to pay the 
cost of the task. 

It gives Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar 30 days to 
recommend a method for Iraq’s 
payment. The only practical op- 
tions are to use Iraq’s financial 
assets still frozen in foreign 
accounts, or to deduct it from its 
oil revenues. 

Iraq’s representative, Samir AI 
Nima, told the coundl his govern- 
ment would continue to cooper- 
ate and offered to provide experts' 
to help destroy the chemical 
weapons under the supervision of 
the special commission. He said 
the offer was made to reduce the 
cost of the process. 

He did not specify what 
method Iraq was contemplating 
using to neutralise the chemical 


weapons. 


Mr. Nima. however, said his 
government rejected the concept 
of being required to dispose of all 
the weaponry. 

In April, Baghdad gave the 
Security Council a catalogue of its 
chemical weapons and Scud-type 
ballistic missiles, with a range of 
over ISO kilometres. 

The Iraqi government said at 
the time chat it had no biological 
weapons programme or plans to 
develop nuclear weapons. Those 
claims have been disputed by the 
U.S. State Department. 

U.N. officials working with the 
special commission were not 
satisfied with Iraq's catalogue of 
its weapons of mass destruction. 
All such weapons were ordered 
destroyed under Resolution 687, 
the April 3 vote that authorised a 
permanent ceasefire in the Gulf 
war. 


Diplomats said they did not 
know the precise size of Iraq's 
chemical arsenal. 
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Iranians stage peaceful demonstration in Mecca 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — More 
than 100.000 Iranian and other 
Muslim pilgrims denounced 
"arch-Satan" America in a mas- 
sive rally Tuesday at the annual 
Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Tehran Radio reported. 

The broadcast aired a taped 
recording of the demonstrators 
shouting "Allahu Akbar,'* in 
Arabic, and said the thick crowd 
extended three kilometres from 
the compound where it was 
staged. 

The rally was the first since 
1987. when a similar "disavowal 
of infidels'* rally turned into a 
bloody riot and more than 400 
people, mostly Iranians, were kil- 
led in dashcb with Saudi security 
forces. 

The radio reported no unex- 
pected incidents at the rally, seen 
as a key test of Iran's new anirude 
of compromise after years of con- 
frontation wish the Gulf Arab 


Bui it said final agreement on 
the site was reached ai a meeting 
between the Iranian and Saudi 
foreign ministers on Tuesday 
morning, only hours before the 
rally started. 

At a meeting on Monday night 
Iranian Foreign Minister A fi 
Akbar Vela van told King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia, "we very much 
hope that this year the haj ritual 
will be carried out in a complete, 
correct and fully peaceful man- 
ner.” 

Tehran Radio said the demon- 
strators carried portraits of the 
late supreme Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
and his successor. Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei. 

"Shouts of 'Allahu Akbar' 
(God is Greatest), ‘Death to 
America 1 and 'Death to Israel' 
are once again echoing in Mecca, 
engulfing its heavenly atmos- 
phere." it said. 

The radio said that 117,000 


pilgrims were among the 1.6 mil- 
lion Muslims from around the 
world, who have gathered in 
Mecca and Medina for this year's 
Haj. 

Iran's former Intelligence 
Minister Hohammad Reyshahri 
led the demonstration before 
dusk prayers, the radio said. 

Mr. Reyshahri, a hard-liner, is 
Ayarlollah Khotnenei’s personal 
envoy to this year’s Haj. 

Iran's Islamic Republic News 
Agency said that the ceremony 
was observed by Foreign Minister 
Velayati. who is performing the 
pilgrimage with his Iranian com- 
patriots, and King Fahd. 


Iran and Saudi Arabia, the 
region’s most powerful nations 
after Iraq's Gulf war defeat and 
also the world's biggest oil expor- 
ters, resumed diplomatic rela- 
tions in March after a three-year 
rift in the aftermath of the 1987 
Mecca riots. 


Even before 1987 relation; 
were cool between Iran's Shiite 
Muslim leadership and the con- 
servative, Western-backed Sunni 

kingdom that supported Iraq in 
its eight-year war with Iran. 

President Rafeanjani and oibei 
leaders, saying Iran could not 
ignore, the biggest Muslim ritual 
which is obligatory for all albe Mus- 
lims at least once in their life, 
rejected objections by some hard- 
liners that sending pilgrims to Haj 
while U.S. Gulf war troops were 
still on Saudi soil hurt Iran’s 
revolutionary image. 

Despite its new flexibility, 
Tehran is making dear it bas not 
forgotten tbe people who died in 
what it calls the "bloody Friday” 
or “bloody Haj.” 

Mr. Reyshahri presided over a 
memorial meeting for the 1987 
Haj victims in Mecca Monday 
and a similar meeting is sche- 
duled at a Tehran mosque on 
Wednesday. 


IT 


The King Hussein Scholarship 


at 


Bellerbys College, 

formerly Davies’s College, Hove 
England, U.K. 


One full scholarship, covering tuition fees 
only, to the value of JD 8,400, is offered 
for a Jordanian student wishing to study a 
one-year GCE A level or University Access 
course in the College, commencing in 

September 1991. 


Details and forms of application may be obtained from 
The Principal of the College, 

Mr. Robin Bellerby, M.A., B.Sc.. Grad Cert Ed, FBIS, FBIM, 

who will deliver 


SEMINARS 


on the courses available, general admission procedures and 
scholarships offered by the College 

at 


the BRITISH COUNCIL, off First Circle, Jabal Amman, 

AMMAN 


at 1900 hours on 

Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th June 1991. 


All are welcome. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
1>£ RELIABLE 


PACKMG, Aff? FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
door services AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
ran , reservations 


AMIN 

TEU. 604676 604696^^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 +/T 

AMMAN 





Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent and} 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

|* Also many lots of land are} 
available for sale. 



For further details, p5p*se] 


sAbdoua Real 


STeL *10605, 810*00, 
- *10520. 


Amman's 
'exclusive gift shop' 


Italian shoes , 
feather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


inJorrfsn 

yCircle,MArr^ne3f 


Open daily 12.-00-3:3° 


p.tn- 

. . 6;30-Mktoight 



Shmeisan) - GritxUsys Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


« JUMBO photo 

jin 30% largmr 

• From enlarge- 

moot 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


QDj^QQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


0 



CROWN 
LNT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 


At 

Leonardo 
Da Vinci ?■ 
Restaurant 


*r'\ 


Agents ait Ovet me world 

Tel: 684090 
Fax: 690852 
.P.OJBox 926487 Ammar 


‘'HoMiije Mrwr ]*J77 



SMVttSANI 

TEL.SOM4l_BDB2BI 



Pc>;i NC ■ tesSTAURANt 



' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 


Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight y 




AustraIia 


Insurance Services 


A Urvque Australian Experience 
V In Jordan. 


All Types Of Insurance; 


■ Moron •MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FIRE •TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
1*1:610948 Fa«612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 


r/ 




IIAIfOTEL 

drills 


TfwRe&rryPokxxHotei 


i! 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




////// /;///;/, \ 
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Wimbledon see 


LONDON (Agencies) — Wimb- 
ledon officials angered women's 
champion Martina Navratilova as 
they ignored grass-court form and 
stuck rigidly to current world 
rankings as the basis of the seed- 
ings announced Monday. 

Navratilova, who on Sunday 
won the Birmingham Grass- 
Court title, is seeded only fourth 
for the tournament which starts 
next Monday despite being 
Wimbledon champion nine times. 

The American dashed through 
her opening match against South 
African Amanda Coetzer 6-0 6-1 
in just 34 minutes at the East- 
doume warm up tournament and 
then snapped: “I don't know how 
many times I have to win the 
Wimbledon title.” 

“They probably seeded me 
fourth because I’ve lost on clay. 
Anyway. I don't want to talk 
about it any more.” 

The Wimbledon policy also 
meant there was no place in the 
16 men's seeds for former cham- 
pion Pat Cash of Australia, re- 
cently very impressive after re- 
turning from lengthy injury which 
has left him 35th in the world 
rankings. 

Nor is there place for Amer- 
ican David Wheaton, who won 
through to last weekend's final on 
grass at Queen's before losing to 
current Wimbledon, title-holder 
Stefan Ed berg. 

But it is the seeding in the 
women's section that will pro- 
voke the most controversy. 

Monica Seles of Yugoslavia, 
the world number one who has 
yet to prove she is as good on 
grass as she is on clay and hard 


courts, is the top seed with ^for- 
mer champion S:effi Graf of Ger- 
many second and Argentine Sab- 
riela Sabatine third. 

But almost all the top women 
have said recently they would not 
be surprised or upset if Navratilo- 
va. one of the greatest grass court 
players in the history of the game, 
was top seed. 

Zina Garrison, who beat both 
Sles and Graf on her way to the 
final last year, may also feel that 
being seeded eighth this year is 
hardly justice. 

Among the men there will be 
no dispute with the rop three: 
Edberg of Sweden, former holder 
Boris Becker of Germany and 
Czechoslovak Ivan Lendl. 

But after that there is much 
room for argument. 

Seeded fifth is American 
Andre Agassi, a great player on 
clay and cement as he has proved 
in reaching the finals of the 
French Open twice and the U.S. 
Open in the past 13 months. 

But he has played at Wimble- 
don only once, in 1987. when he 
was knocked out in the first 
round. 

Others who might not have 
been named had the seedings 
been based on grass court form 
are American Michael Chang 
(seeded ninth). Spaniard Emilio 
Sanchez filth). Russian Andrei 
Cherkasov fl2rb) and Czech 
Karel Novacek (14th). All four 
are noted clay court players. 

John Meanwhile three times 
champion and still good on grass 
at 32, is seeded only 16th. 

The United States has the most 
seeds in both the men's and 




Martina Navratilova 

women's draws, with six seeded 
men and five seeded women. 

The Press Association, a Brit- 
ish news agency, referred to the 
seedings as the work of “faint- 
hearted Wimbledon officials" 
who refused to consider players' 
abilities on grass. 

“It is a great shame the all 
England officials have not had 
more courage, because the seed- 
ings could lead to a completely 
lopsided draw if all the dangerous 
grass-court floaters are clustered 
in one half. ” the Press Associa- 
tion said. 

Edberg. Becker, givens chal- 
lenging first-round matches 

Meanwhole. the top two men's 
seeds. Stefan Edberg and Boris 
Becker, drew challenging oppo- 
nents Tuesday for their first- 
round matches at the Wimbledon 
tennis championships. 

Edberg. the top seed, will face 
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- 
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hard-serving Marc Rosset off 
Switzerland, ranked no. 34 in 1 
the world. Becker, three-time 
Wimbledon champion, will play 
former Davis Cup teammate Carl 
Uwe Steeb of Germany. 

In the last three years Edberg. 
now world no. 1 and 5ecker. no. 
2. have faced each other in the 
finals. Edberg won the liist year 
and in 1V8S. Becker won in 19S9. 

McEnroe, seeded 1 6th. crew 
little-known Jaime Oncins of Bra- 
zil as a first-round opponent and 
will face a qualifier in the second 
round if he advances. 

Among the women, rop-seeded 
Monica Seles has a first round 
match against Sabina Appelmans 
of Belgium, and no. 2 Steffi Graf 
plays Monique Javer of Britain. 

Third-seeded Gabriele Sabatiri 
will face Barbara Rittner of Ger- 
many. Nine-time champion Mar- 
tian Navratilova, seeded fourth, 
drew cine Reinsert. 


Medical advisory council 
to determine if 6-ounce 
gloves be banned 


sports b3sms a®3 mmisiF 


Navratilova, Sabtini rule themselves out o? Olympics Taylor gives U.S. engine rnaKsr first I &j$A victory in five yes* 


LONDON (R) — Wimbledon champion Martina Navratilova and 
world number three Gab riel a Sabarini have effectively ruled 
themselves out of next year's Barcelona Olympics Tennis tourna- 
ment. Czechoslovak born American Navratilova and Argentina's 
Sabatini have snubbed the federation cup world team cham- 
pionship in Nottingham from July 21 to 26. and that officially bars 
them from the games. An International Tennis Federation HTF) 
spokesman said Monday: “The Olympic rules state a player must 
be in good standing with her national association and the ITF." 
“The criteria for being in good standing include the provision that 
a player should make herself available for the federation cup in 
1991. Neither of these players has made herself available.” “We 
don't think it's too much to ask of them. It is after all only asking 
the players to represent their country for one week <n four years.” 
World number one Monica Seles, who is keen >.o play in the 
Olympics, has changed her mind about the federation cup and will 
play for Yugoslavia. Steffi Graf will lead the combined German 
team. 

Francis named as Sheffield Wednesday manager 

LONDON (R) — Trevor Francis, Britain's first £1 million sterling 
player, returned to soccer management with nevly promoted 
Sheffield Wednesday on Monday. The former England interna- 
tional replaced Ron Atkinson who quit the english first division 
club to join Aston Villa last week. Atkinoon recommended 
Francis as his successor at Hillsborough. He took him to 
Wednesday 15 months ago when Francis was sacked as player 
manager of Queen’s Park Rangers. Francis, 37, lasted only 11 
months as Rangers' boss. His hard-line management methods 
brought him into conflict with his players, some of whom he 
branded selfish and irresponsible. Francis, who has signed a two 
year deal, said: “I have learned from the mistakes I made at 
Rangers. We all make mistakes and we should all learn from 
them. I am here to manage the team, but if I find it necessary to 
play I will do so." 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Wayne Taylor i»'ok the lead just alter 
the halfway piiint of the Mardi Gras Grand Fri\ and was ahea.. 
almost a minute when rain u ashed .»:»/ 'he final i5 mircres •.?/ the 
race through downtown streets. Taylor. Jminc a C.ie’.role; 
Intrepid, produced the first I MSA victory in five year-, tor an 
American engine builder, “it was really treacherous out there. !t 
was not much fun driving and then a lot of water came into the 
cockpit and the pedals were hard to use.” Taylor >aid. Taylor 
look the lead druing pit stops in mid-race. He led from lap 42 on. 
completing SI laps with a lead of 57.7SS seconds over Geoff 
Brabham's Nissan. Jeff Purner. in a Chevrolet Spice, finished 
third. David Tennyson in a Mazda Tiga was fifth overall and first 
in the Camel Lights division. Taylor averaged h(l. 126 mph t^n.742 
kph) and pocketed $y5.IKX> for his first victory in 21 career starts 
on the international Motor Sports. Association circuit. The Chevy 
intrepids have challenged in each race, winning four pole' and 
finishing in the top five each race, including three seconds. 

Nude ‘Oiym-picks' coming to rural Maryland town 

DARLINGTON. Maryland lAP; — Gold. Silver and Bronze 
medals are all contestants will wear in this week's 'Nude 
Olym-picks.' in the tradition of ancient Greek athletes, about 
1.000 contestants will strip to compete in the four-day event, 
which begins Thursday at a campground in this town 3t» miles t4s 
kilometres) northeast of Baltimore. "The original Greek Olympic 
athletes understood the free feeling of nude competition for over 
1.600 years." said organiser Michael Gesner of Broadway. New 
Jersey". “We want to provide a chance for anyone to share that 
great experience for themselves." Gesner's tri-slate club won the 
team championship in last year's inaugural nude games near 
Philadelphia, and is organising this year’s competition at a private 
campground here. Events include track, swimming, tennis and 
volleyball. The non-athletic can win medals in fishing, body- 
painting. backgammon and trivia. 


DALLAS (AP) — The head of 
the International Boxing Federa- 
tion said he has instructed his 
medical advisory counci] to look 
into a weekend junior bantam- 
weight title bout in Texas and 
determine if the use of six-ounce 
( 170-gram 1 gloves should be ban- 
ned in the future. 

“Many jurisdictions in South 
.America, the Orient, Europe, 
where they have small guys fight- 
ing, they have always used six- 
ounce gloves, and this is the first 
time we have ever had a hullaba- 
loo over it,” IBF President 
Robert Lee said Monday from 
IBF offices in East Orange, New 
Jersey. 

Kid Akeem Anifowoshe, a 
Nigerian living in Las Vegas, 
began vomiting blood and col- 
lapsed after losing a 12-round 
unanimous decision Saturday to 
Robert Quiroga of San Antonio. 

Anifowoshe regained con- 
sciousness Sunday at Baprist 
Medical Centre in San Antonio 
after undergoing emergency 
surgery to relieve pressure on the 
brain." His condition remained 
critical but stable Monday. 

“I am not sure if the gloves had 
anything to do with this fight It 
was a hard-fought battle and both 
fighters were banged up pretty 
good.” Lee said. 

“On the same card, two others 
fought with six-ounce gloves and 
they were noi banged up so bad. 
If it happened in one case, why 
didn't it happen in the other?” 

“But our main aim is to make 
the business safe, and we have to 
relay on medical people and peo- 
ple * with good, old-fashioned 
horse sense to point us in the 
right direction.” Lee said. 

Quiroga also went to the hos- 
pital after Saturday's fight and 
was released after treatment for 


head injuries he suffered in the 
bruising, bloody fight. 

“HI never fight again with six- 
ounce gloves,” Quiroga said after 
making his third successful title 
defense. 

‘TU ask the IBF to stop doing 
it. This is my fourth fight with 
six-ounce gloves and we just 
don’t need them. You can score 
as much and fight the same kind 
of fight with eight-ounce (220- 
gram) gloves.” Quiroga said. 

The state of Texas prohibits the 
use of gloves under eight ounces, 
but waived the role because of 
the IBF mandates their use on all 
weight divisions under 127 
pounds (57.7 kilograms). After 
the fight, Texas officials said they 
did not believe another fight with 
six-ounce gloves should be per- 
mitted in the state. 

“These are smaller fighters, 
their frames are smaller, and if 
they have to hold up heavier 
gloves, maybe that two extra 
ounces (57 grams) gets to them as 
the fight goes on,” Lee said. 

“But I’ve alerted my medical 
advisory council to the con- 
troversy and they will be contact- 
ing Texas officials to see what the 
prognosis of the fight was, and 
what recommendations they may 
have.” 

l Tm not going to say that we 
are going to mak e a change, but 
we’re willing to look at any re- 
commendations that are made by 
medical people, and to do what- 
ever is appropriate.” 

In Mexico City, Edward Lama- 
zon, executive secretary of the 
rival World Boxing Council 
(WBC) . said the WBC allows the 
use of either six-ounce gloves on 
its three lowest classifications, 
from 105 (47.7 kilograms) to 112 
pounds (50.9 kilograms). 


’94 World Cup to 
begin June 17 



NEW YORK (AP) — The 1994 
World Cup will begin June 17 and 
the final will be played July 17. 
the third-latest ever. 

World Cup USA 1994. the 
organising committee for soccer’s 
world championship, announced 
the schedule Monday, three years 
before the 24-team tournament is 
scheduled to start. 

Second-round games will be 
played from Friday. July I 
through Monday, July 4. The 
semifinals probably will be on 
Tuesday. July 12 and Wednes- 
day, July 13. 

Only two World Cup finals 
have been played later. The 1930 
World Cup in Uruguay — soc- 
cer’s first championship — and 
the 1966 World Cup in England 
both ended July 30. 

The 52-game tournament will 
be conducted in from eight-to-12 
American cities. Thirty stadiums 
from 26 q|ies are bidding for the 
games, and the cities and sites 
will be announced before the end 
of the vear bv the International 
Federation of Association Foot- 


ball. soccer's governing body. 

World Cup USA 1994 will 
make recommendations to FIFA 
late this summer and officials 
from FIFA will tour potential 
sites in the fall. The sites will be 
announced in-December and in- 
dividual games will be announced 
in mid-1992. 

The United States, as host na- 
tion, and Germany, the defend- 
ing champion, gain automatic 
berths in die World Cup. The 
qualifying draw for the rest of the 
world will be held this Dec. 8 in 
either New York or Chicago. 

The United States, whicn will 
be playing host to the tournament 
for the first time, has asked FIFA 
to have the final game replayed 
from the start in tbe event of a 
tie, a request that has not yet 
been ruled on. 

In the past three tournaments, 
roles called for the final to be 
decided by penalty kicks if the 
teams were tied after 30 minutes 
of overtime. No World Cap final 
has ended in a tie after overtime. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 

c.1990 TnBun, Mwko S«vOH. me. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦K 1075 163 K985 *1092 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * 2 ' ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — In the good old days you need- 
ed about 9 points to bid freely in 
this position. However, experience 
has shown that it is seldom right to 
suppress good four -card support for 
partner's major. Bid two spades. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A985 'JOBS CAJ7 *K76 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 * 2 T ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With 14 points opposite an 
opening bid, you are going to game. 
However, a direct jump to game is 
viewed as a preemptive action. 
Since this hand is rich in high cards, 
you should first cue-bid. Bid three 
hearts. That simply creates a game 
force and says nothing about con- 
trol of the enemy suit. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 

sou hold; 

*.11032 TS KB72 *K1093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 v 1 2 v Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It might seem that, with only 
7 points in higb cords, the most you 
can do is raise to three spades. 
However, that would not take into 
. account your double fit and single- 
ton in tbe enemy suit. In support of 
spades, your hand revalues to some 
10-1 1 points, and since partner has 
- shown extra values we would jump 
to four spades. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 


you hold: 

*A9 7A62 CK95 *AKQJ8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
2 NT Pass 3 > Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A.-— With onJy 0 or 7 points. North 
would simply have bid three no 
trump. You can expect him to have 
a reasonably good five-card suit and 
an outside card at a minimum.. Bid 
five no trump, the grand slam force, 
asking partner whether be has both 
the missing top diamond honors. 


Q.S — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ9852 9AG8 05 *KQ7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Dbl 2 « 3 v 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner's spade raise over the 
double shows essentially the same 
type of hand which would have 
qualified for a raise had there been 
no enemy intervention, i.e, 7-10 
points. Since your hand revalues to 
some 20 points, bid four spades. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

SAQ T'QJ087 01054 *Q®2 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North' East South West 

1 * Pa as 2 Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — The bid that describes the 
shape and point-count of your hand 
best is two no trump, but the fact 
that you have one unbid suit un- 
stopped and the other only partially 
stopped rules that out. Ail yod can 
do is raise to three spades, and hope 
the quality of your support compen- 
sates for your lack of a third card in 
the suit. 


fl ...so the Big Bad Woif ate 
Stanley’s boss and they lived 
happily ever after* 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Cfie 




Now arrange the dreterf letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FRUTT SWAMP ABACUS MINGLE 
Answer: Another name tor a naughty movie — 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Pet sound 
S Stupefied 
TO Not harmonious 


15 Act in a way 

16 Okinawa city 

17 Office 
communication 

18 Penalties 

19 Pesky insect 

20 Application 
22 SmaB bird 

24 Cabbage 

25 Postern 
28 Ukealot 
28 Escapes 

32 In the area of 

33 Permitted by law 

34 Overhead 


35 Yam luzz 

36 Great confusion 

37 Foundation 


38 Fuss 

39 Not tipsy 

40 Lass 
ornamented 

41 — the Mount 

43 Confection 

44 Reputation 

45 Voiceless 

46 Actor with top 
Exiting 

49 Certain tests 

53 Racetrack 

54 Surrounded by 

56 Ember 

57 Lalique 

58 Cooking stove 

59 Fish in cans 

60 Victim 

61 Clodhopper 

62 Cook as Indt 

DOWN 

1 Collide with 

2 Copycat 

3 Terza — (verse 
form) 

4 Make 
unconscious 

SMakeundaan 

6 Liturgical 
vestment 

7 Area 


Biaa 


laaa 


aaam aimaaa 


01991 Ttttuna Mod* Santou. me. 
' MRlgMiRMniM 


6 Summer. Fr. 

9 Tyrannical 

10 Kind Of cat 

11 "—Eyre" 

12 Moby Dick's 
pursuer 

13 Appraise 

21 Dessert item 
23 Party giver 

25 Stage setting 

26 Wait tor 

27 Philanthropist 

28 Prone 

29 Spooky 

30 Narrow street 

31 Bcrig. rtver 

32 Oh. woo! 

33 ToU 

36 Kind of degree 

37 Complete 
treatises 

39 Sal — 

40 TVs Simpson 

42 Heterogeneous 

43 Bat 

45 Scorch 

46 Bus. abbr. 


Saturday's Pazzla Solved: 


ngnran nnnn iunnn 
rannng ciinian nnran 
nnnnn nnnHsnnran 
□rddodd nnnnnnfi 
_ one onne 
onnnnnn nnnnnt] 
CQOB0 mrannn non 
nnDp] nmnnra goob 
non Rn^DH nnnnn 
□□nano mnnnnnn 

HOPin _ DCH3 
OBgniBnB ranonrann 
nnnnnnnna Gnnnn 
rannw mb onnun 
CH3BE7 REHiij snnran 


47 Finished 

48 In one's ngh: 
mind 

49 Religious one 


50 Drive out 

51 Big cat's t ha t ch 

52 Cole — 

S5 Name m China 
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Financial 

Markets 
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Metal 

USD/Oz 
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Meta! 
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Gold 

368. tS 

A. 45 

[ Silver 

4.4Z 

.10 
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Currency 

Bid 

OfTer 

UJS. Dollar 

.66b 

.666 

Sterling Pound 

1.1107 

1.1163 

Deutsche Mark 

. 3797 

.3616 

Swiss Franc 

.4417 

.4439 

French Franc 

.1119 

.112 5 

Japanese Yen* 

.4667 

.409! 

Dutch Guilder 

.3371 

.3366 

Swedish Krona 

.1051 

.1056 

Italian Lira 4 

.0510 

.0513 

Belgian Franc 

.01651 

.01660 

* ftr 



Other CMwacte 

Dm: 161611991 

| Currency 

Bid 

Offer 


1.7900 

1.6200 

Lebanese Ura° 

.0745 

.0765 

Saodl Riyai 

mzHi 

.1830 

Kuwaiti. Dinar . 

- 

- 

Qatari Rijra! 

■ IS50 

.1 860 

Egyptian Pound 

.1950 

.tiso 

Omani. Riya! 

T .7500 

1.7700 

UAE Dirham 

.1850 

.1860 

Greek Drachma* 

.3400 

.3600 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3810 

1.4110 
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AU-Share 

II 2. 54 

117.90 

Banking Sector 

108.57 

107. Z4 

Insurance Sector 

114.31 

1 15. 10 

bdntry Sector 

176.14 

116.56 

Services Sector 

130.34 

729.07 
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Paper uncovers 490 
millionaires in China 

BEUING (R) — A provincial newspaper has reported that 490 
entrepreneurs have amassed more ihan a million yuan ($100,000) 
each in communist China — a sum it would take the average Chinese 
urban worker more than 800 years to earn. 

The State Administration for Commerce and Industry checked 
90.000 private entrepreneurs created since the early 1980s when 
China introduced economic reforms, according to an issue of the 
Hainan Special Zone News received in Beijing Tuesday. 

The paper said official audits and secret checks uncovered 490 
- individual entrepreneurs worth more than one million yuan. 

China ‘s leaders have publicly declared that "to get rich is 
glorious.” but evidence of such startling disparities in income may be 
hard for a few Marxist hardliners to swallow. 

An administration official in Beijing declined to confirm the 
newspaper's report. 

“We don’t tell that son of information to outsiders." he said. 

Swedish airline forms 
joint venture with Lot 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish 
airline Linjeflyg A.B.. SO per 
cent owned by haulage firm Dils- 
pedition A.B.. said Monday it 
had signed an agreement with 
Polish airiine Lot to start a re- 
gional European airline run as a 
joint venture. 

“The new airline will serve 
destinations within Poland as well 
as the international routes in the 
vicinity of Poland/' Linjeflyg said 
in a press release. 

It said the new airline would be 
name Linjelot, and the airline 
would fly 70 passenger Fokker 
F28 aircraft in L jnjeflyg's present 
fleet. 


Linjeflyg is Sweden's largest 
domestic airline. 

The release provided no finan- 
cial details. 

Linjelot will be registered in 
Poland and Warsaw will Serve as 
the hub of its traffic network, the 
release said. The head office and 
maintenance facilities also will be 
in Warsaw. 

Linjeflyg said it would ferm a 
management team to establish 
the new company, and personnel 
would be recruited from Lot’s 
present staff. Linjeflyg will train 
pilots, cabin staff, technicians and 
ground staff. 


Japan and U.S. 
work to help India 
stave off credit crunch 


WASHINGTON (R) — Japan 
and the United States are trying 
to help cash-strapped India come 
up with enough money to avoid 
defaulting on its $70 billion in 
foreign debt, diplomats and 
analysts have said. 

The extra assistance, which 
could include a $220 million 
emergency loan from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
an additional $100 million from 
Japan, is designed to help India 
cope with a short-term credit 
squeeze until a new government 
can enact economic reforms later 
this year. 

"This is an old fashioned ba- 
lance of payments crisis,” said 
James Cad. a senior associate at 
the Washington-based think-tank 
Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. "India is really 
broke.” 

Diplomats said the IMF has 
discussed with India's caretaker 
government a $220 million com- 
pensatory financing loan to help 
the country cope with the econo- 
mic impact of the Gulf crisis, 
particularly last year's sharp oil 
price rise. 

“We’re looking at it." said a 
U.S. official, who declined to be 
identified. 

But the government has shown 


scant sign of acceding to IMF 
demands for price increases, in- 
terest rale hikes and other mea- 
sures in return for the loan. 

Diplomats though said that 
such demands are negotiable 
once the new government takes 
over. 

They added that some rich 
nations oppose bailing out India 
from its current crisis, arguing 
that struggling is the only way the 
nation will learn the necessity of 
economic reforms. 

So far. Japan has been the only- 
wealthy country to come up wiib 
financial help to India so it can 
meet an estimated S! billion cash 
shortfall in the April-September 
period, diplomats said. 

It has pledged SI 50 million in 
cofinancing with the Asian De- 
velopment Bank, which is putting 
in $150 million of its own, and is 
ready to pump in another $100 
million, they said. 

Some diplomats were hopeful, 
however, that some European 
nations may soon join Japan with 
money of their own. 

India’s credit crunch, the pro- 
duct of years of ballooning 
budget deficits and mounting 
foreign debt, has been brought to 
a head by the assassination of 
Rajiv Gandhi last month. 


Jordan Times 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks finished a lacklustre day down, 

. continuing their consolidation after sadden gains late last week. 
Brokers said a lack of fresh factors and rite impending release of 
Japanese money supply data kept most investors sidelined. The 
Nikkei average was down 257.62 points to 24,605,47 .with 260 
million shares traded. 

SYDNEY — Shares fen off early highs to close marginally lower 
on scattered trading. The Ail Ordinaries dosed at 1523.1, down ■ 
0 . 2 . 

HONG KONG — Closed for Holiday 

SINGAPORE — Prices fell over a broad and quiet front in a day 
of featureless trading. The Straits Times Index lost 10.81 to end at 
1,523.37. 

BOMBAY — Prices rallied for the second day as hopes rose of a 


relatively stable, congress led government emerging from an 
inconchusive general election. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index 
ended at the day’s high, up 20 points to 1335.21. 

FRANKFURT — Shares closed lower in quiet trading, following 
the lead set by Wall Street and Tokyo. “It was a non-event day, 
said one trader. The Dax Index fell 5.65 to end at 1,695.42. 
ZURICH — Shares closed little changed in quiet trading but off 
earlier lows. The SPI Index rose 0.2 to 1,118.5. 


LONDON — Shares closed slightly lower. Prices were dragged 
down by a £489.4 million rights issue at Sainsbury and a 
disappointing performance from the newly privatised Scottish 
electricity companies. The FTSE 100 Index closed down eight at 
2,516. 
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Iran plans to become net exporter 
of petrochemicals by the year 1993 


ISFAHAN, Iran (R) — Iran 
plans to produce nine million 
tonnes of petrochemicals by 1993, 
joining the league of net expor- 
ters. 

Mr. Ahmad Rahgozar. presi- 
dent of the National Petroche- 
mical Company (NPC), told Reu- 
ters that Iran was still importing 
$2 billion worth of petrochemic- 
als a year, mainly from Europe 
and Japan. 

Iran’s 1980-88 war with Iraq 
destroyed much of the country’s 
petrochemical plants, some of 
which were still being recon- 
structed. 

“By the year 1993. 80 per cent 
of our production will be for 
domestic consumption and the 
rest will be exported," he said. 

"We have signed all the con- 
tracts for the five-year plan," he 
said. 

About S3. 27 billion worth of 


petrochemical complexes are to 
be built with foreign help in Arak 
in central Iran, Bandar Imam 
Khomeini on the Guff and Tabriz 
in the northwest under the five- 
year plan to March 1994, he said. 

Mr. Rahgozar named the com- 
panies involved as Italy’s Tech- 
niaiont and Denora. the French 
Spiechim and Technip, Ger- 
many’s Krupp Koppers and 
Daelim of South Korea. 

Last year he bad said that the 
new projects would help boost 
Iran's annual petrochemical out- 
put from three million tonnes to 
five million by 1995. 

Mr. Rahgozar said that 
Japanese companies, which were 
constructing the Bandar Imam 
Khomeini complex when the 
Iran -Iraq war broke out, would 
not take pan in the new projects. 
He declined to give further de- 
tails. 


The unfinished 50-50 joint ven- 
ture was ended in February last 
year when the Japanese side, a 
consortium ted by Mitsui and 
Co., paid Iran ISO billion yen 
($900 million). 

Mr. Rahgozar said more than 
$3.5 billion had been secured 

from the government and the 
private sector after Iran recently 
moved to privatise part of the 
petrochemical industry. 

Central bank governor, 
Mr. Mohammad H ossein Adeli. 
told Reuters earlier that Iran had 
raised nearly 70 per cent o' $17.5 
billion in foreign credits from 
European and Japanese banks to 
help finance its S12Q billion five- 
year plan. 

Mr. Rahgozar estimated that 
Iran’s share of total Middle East 
pe nochemical production, would 
double to 20 per cent by the year 
2000. 


But be said although t f, c 
owns more than 70 per cent qf :L rt 
world’s proven oil reseiYi./ ■ 
share of petrochemical Dr i^ lts 
hon was still around 
cent of the world’s total of S 
million tonnes per year, 

He estimated that Midtek Eau 
production of main Pctrocljc^: 
al products — ammonia. §fj~a- 
tics. olefins, methanol, 
rubbers and synthetic flbf es ,CS * 
would reach 31.7 million 
in the year 2000. nnM 

“There are obviously Cfl n- 
straints and obstacles in th/ en- 
velopment of petrochemical m- 
dustiy. the most important ‘Jji 
which... technology trafilr„ 
(and) high volume of i nv * 
mem." Mr. Rahgozar said. 

Iran and other regional coufc 
tries needed technological fujg 
from the industrialised states 
concluded. ' c 


Yemen 
to get 

more loans 
from Japan, 
World Bank 

SANAA (R) — Yemen, whose 
economy was hard hit by rite Gulf 
crisis, is to get more loans from 
the World Bank and Japan, a 
source in the planning and de- 
velopment ministry said Monday. 

He said the World Bank would 
(end $12.6 million to help finance 
a fisheries development project 
and the Japanese Fund for Over- 
seas Economic Cooperation 
would provide a $50 million loan 
ro expand the telephone network 

Official sources in Sanaa said 
last week that Japan was writing 
off 900 million yen ($6J million) 
in loans to Yemen for the first 
half of 1991. 

The World Bank announced 
last week that it would lend Ye- 
men $33 millon to help it cope 
with its economic crisis. 

The fisheries -development 
project, also financed by the gov- 
ernment, the European Com- 
munity and the Agricultural De- 
velopment Fund, will cost about 
£38 million. 

Saudi Arabia and other oil 
rich states, incensed by Sanaa ’s 
sympathy for Baghdad, sent 
home more than one million 
Yemeni expatriate workers and 
slashed aid. 

IDB to fund 
projects in 
Iran, Pakistan 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The 
Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) said it would finance de- 
velopment projects in Iran and 
Pakistan worth $16.86 million. 

The Gulf News Agency quoted 
an IDB statement as saying Iran 
would get $12 million for a ce- 
ment plaot and Pakistan $4.86 
million for a sewage project. 

. Executives of the 46-member- 
IDB approved a total of $64.86 
jmillion in financing, the agency 
said. 

Last month, the Jeddah-based 
bank agreed to provide Egypt 
with $28.3 million to set up an 
aluminium project and expand a 
power plant. 


Survey finds Hong 
Kong’s shopping strip 
world’s most expensive 

LONDON (R) — Hong Kong shopping space is the most expensive 
in the world, with storekeepers paying rents that top Tokyo's Ginza 
and New York’s Fifth Avenue, according to a survey published 
Monday. 

London-based international real estate consultant Healey Banker 
found rents in the colony’s central shopping district, at $690 per 
square foot, were the world’s highest. 

Businesses have often paid premiums for scarce space in Hong 
Kong, a centre for Asian tourism and business. 

It became the world’s costliest as Japan's felling yen and soft real 
estate market knocked Tokyo’s $680 per square foot Ginza district 
into second place. Ginza had been ranked most expensive since 
Healey Banker began its twice-yeariy main streets across the world 
report in 1988. 

The group said rente around the globe have generally cooled off 
this year as a worldwide economic slowdown blunted consumers’ 
appetites for luxury goods. 

Prime Manhattan retailing space On Fifth Avenue or 57th Street 
goes for $400 to $450 per square foot, a bit below its peak. Singapore, 
in fourth place, fetches nearly $400 per square foot for its retail 
space. 

European store rents have been rising, boosted byt economies that 
are still expanding modestly. But the $200 to S250 per square foot 
rents for prime space are still far below Asian and North American 
levels. 

Kaufinger Strasse in Munich boasts Europe's costliest store 
rentals, at $242 per square foot. Paris’s avenue Motaigne is $226 per 
square foot and London's Oxford Street $220. 

Czech Republic plans to 
privatise over 1,000 state 
firms worth $12b 

PRAGUE (R) — The Czech 
Republic intends to privatise 
1,321 large state owned industrial 
firms worth around 360 billion 
crowns ($12 billion), Czech re- 
gional minister of industry, Mr. 

Jan Vrba, said Monday. 

“A first group of firms are to 
present their privatisation pro- 
jects by Oct. 31, the second one 
by May 31, 1992,” the state news 
agency CTK quoted Mr. Vrba as 
saying. 

Privatisation of most enter- 
prises of public interest, such as 
railways, will not begin for five 
years. 

Within a month, the entire list 
of firms to be privatised will be 
made public. Another list will be 
.mode of those that will remain 
the property of the state for the 
next five years. 

"Over 150 firms in the Czech 
Republic have already started 
negotiating deals with foreign 
partners. Our arm is to get here 
$1.5 billion in foreign capital,” 

Mr. Vrba said. 


He put the capital needs of 
Czech industry at $4 billion. 

Last Thursday, Mr. Vrba said 
in London that the Czech region- 
al government intended to sell 50 
state-owned enterprises directly 
to foreign investors. 

Sellofts under the "big priva- 
tisation” law are separate from 
state auctions of small businesses 
and do not indude companies to 
be liquidated. 

“We already know about 60 
enterprises that face problems so 
grave that the only solution is to 
liquidate them," Mr. Vrba re- 
cently told a news conference. 


Kuwait 
Airways 
orders IS 
Airbuses 

PARIS (R) — Kuwait Airw& 


40Q 


said Monday it has ordered is 
Airbus aircraft and would also 
order three Boeing-747 
planes. 

Airbus Indusrrie Managing 
Director Jean Pierson told a Hgfcf 
conference Monday the Kuwaiti 
airline had ordered the 15 Airbus 
planes and taken options on nir,~ 
more. 

Airbus said in a statement f(jat 
Kuwait Airways placed fj rt _ 
orders for three A 320s. rhre e a 
310, 300s. five A-300-600Rs and 
four A 340 200 aircraft. 

The airline has also acqu.-j 
options on two A~321s, three a 
300 600 Rs and four A 3<to ■'noT 

Mr. Ahmad Al Mishari, chair- 
man of Kuwait Airways, "pc-l" 
finned the Airbus orders aqj 
his company would also ofder tha 
three Boeings. ne 

“What we are doing to^ay is 
just the new start oF 
Airways and of rebuilding JJf 
he told a newt 


country, 
ence. 

"We lost about two thipds of 
our fleet during the Iraqi ijivasjjr 
and lost most of our *nai»]jgj!r 10n 
facilities and engine wor»£«, h Jr]“ 
Mr. Mishari added. ops ‘ 
Industry officials estimated 
that the total value of the Kuwait 
Aiways order from Airbus In- 
dustrie. including the niuc 
tions, was about $1.9 hjjj£ °P". 

Airbus Industrie said j n a JJj. 
ment that Kuwait Ainv avs would 
begin receiving the A and 
A-310-3C0s in 1992, a n T slut 
taking delivery of the A 
600Rs in 1993. * 

The airline said deliveries of 
the A-340-20fti are KfctdSS m 
begin in 1997, although fh@ »{== 
line has the flexibility to awjjgh te 
other members of the A litilA- 
340 family before that, 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

One bedroom apartment tor rent with sitting and dining room. 
kitchen and large terrace overlooking a garden — telephone, 
garage and private entrance — centrally heated and fully 
furnished. 

Location: Between 6th and 7th Circles. 

For information please call tel.: 816013 


HOUSEMAID WANTED 

Filipino or Sri Lankan to live with a small family. Good 
working conditions. 

Please call 682721. After 4 p,m. call 683017 


^FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE — , 
SUITABLE FOR DIPLOMATIC FAMILY 

Consists ol 3 bedrooms, sitting, salon, dining room. American 
style kitchen. 3 bathrooms, excellent furniture, garage, central 
heating, telephone, swimming pool, spacious garden, laundry 
room and srorage room with excellent location in Alia Housing — 
Matj Al Hamam. Annual rent. 

Tel. 715955 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Brand new furnished deluxe villa consisting of, three 
bedrooms, spacious sitting room, salon, three bathrooms, 
large kitchen. Each room has a special veranda. 

Pis. call tel. 687544 


Cyprus pledges to stamp 
out video, music piracy 


NICOSIA (R) — The govern- 
ment of Cyprus, where you can 
buy a cheap copy of virtually any 
Hollywood blockbuster, has 
announced new legislation in- 
tended to take fee island off an 
American blacklist for video and 
music piracy. 

Commerce and Industry Minis- 
ter Takis Nemftsas told journal- 
ists fee new measures will in- 
crease penalties and enable police 
to take more effective action, 
inducting the immediate confisca- 
tion of illegal cassettes. 

About 90 per cent of video and 
tapes available on the Mediterra- 
nean island are illegal copies, 
Companies Registrar Maria 
Kyriakou said. 

Kevin Costner's Oscar-winning 
Dances wife Wolves and the New 
Cher film Mermaids are among 
the latest arrivals in shops 
throughout Cyprus, snapped up 
by tolkbymakers for less than 
fee price of a London cinema 
ticket. 

“We are determined to put an 
end to dm theft of intellectual 
property which gives our country 
a bad name," Mr. Nexmtsas said. 

The U-S. film industry esti- 
mates it is losing $100 million a 
year from video piracy in Cyprus. 
Films are copied onto cassettes 
and illegally exported to eager 
customers in Europe and fee 
Gulf. 

In April, Washington placed 
Cyprus on an intellectual proper- 
ty watch list for films, audio and 
music recordings and computer 
software. 

Three American specialists vi- 
sited the island last month for 
talks on copyright law, treaties 


and enforcement. 

"The U.S. concern h shown hy 
the formal placing of Cyprus al 
one of the 29 countries @fl 
watch list of April 25 " L r 
Michael Meigs, the U.S. com- 
mercial attache told Reuten 

"Everything stems from Ifcg 
illegal importation of miSlEf 
copies and their duplicflfteii pro- 
fessionally by a few plfates. who 
probably number less than 10,” 
he said. 

Mr. Meigs said the Unifefl 
States wants priority lo 

stopping fee sale of pirate !34§Sf= 
res to toorists. 

Mr. Kyriakou. whose office is 
in charge of preparing fee new 
legislation, said existing la-; 
tect copyright but KsSta-.’ • i 
light — a S4 fine for 
cassette and up to tw^ “fB? 1 
jail for a second off e ^ >nt * w m 

Illegal copies can fag 63Hfl3= 
cated only after a court fEftfdr i a 
procedure she said was slew aad 
ineffective. 

Last October the govern meat 
passed a bill prohibiting the re- 
cording of 80 films for a year after 
their official release. Its imple- 
mentation is patchy. 

One firm even had the gall to 
apply for official permission to 
build a factory to copy and export 
cassettes, Mr. Nemitsas said, 

Mr. Nemitsas said the new 
measures still bad to be approved 
by fee house of representatives 
but he hoped they would be in 
force by fee end of the year. 

As soon as they become law, 
the government «'i!i order the 
confiscation of till video 
and music cassettes or. ;;e island, 
he said. 
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De Klerk calls for multi-party 
conference to prepare transition 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk has called for 
a multi-party conference to pre- 
pare for the drafting of a new 
South African constitution after 
the lust pillar of statutory apar- 
theid was scrapped. 

"The best way to ensure rapid 
progress ... is to take the next 
important step along the road of 
negotiation." de Klerk said after 
white legislators repealed the 
lySU population registration act 
by IUS votes to 3N Monday. 

"That means multi-party talks 
at a multi-party conference." 

De Klerk said the conference 
— expected to discuss mechan- 
isms. ground rules and 
framework for writing a non- 
racial constitution could be held 
before :hc end of the year. 

"Do we realise how close we 
are to the final breakthrough? All 
who desire peace should begin 
performing in respect of The 
negotiating process.” he said. 

But the' government and Nel- 
son Mandela's African National 
Congress /ANC). the country's 
biggest black movement, could 
be heading for a showdown at the 
proposed conference. 

The ANC and its allies have said 
they will not compromise at the 
talks on their demands for a 
constituent assembly and an in- 
terim amernmenr. The govern- 
ment. for its pan. has said it will 
not give up ii> authority. 

■*A constituent assembly 


elected by a simple majority — 
which is what the ANC advocates 
— is definitely unacceptable." dc 
Klerk’s chief negotiator. Genii 
Viljoen. said lost month. 

Analysts say. however, that de 
Klerk is aware he may have to 
create some form of interim 
structure as his government 
would have an advantage over 
other panics if its took the parts 
of both umpire and player in 
writing a new constitution. 

De Klerk has said he favoured 
bringing selected black leaders 
into government in an advisory 
capacity. He has said the present 
extra parliamentary leadership 
who would attend the multi-party 
talks could s»5r up a forum to 
thrash out a constitution. 

The idea has been rejected by 
the ANC and its allies, who say 
no substantive negotiations on a 
new constitution should take 
place until each party has tested 
its support in a non racial election 
to decide who takes part in the 
talks. 

The ANC welcomed the scrap- 
ping of the population registra- 
tion act but urged the govern- 
ment to end discrimination in 
pensions and schools. 

It called on the government 10 
exp’ain to the people of South 
Africa and the international com- 
munity whether it would continue 
to have different pensions for 
blacks and whites, and whether it 
would intetrrate all white govern- 


ment schools. 

"Clearly as long as such bla- 
tantly racist practices continue, 
the population registration act 
will have been removed in name 
only, while in reality little will 
have changed.” the ANC said in 
a statement. 

It urged the outside world to 
keep anit-apartheid economic 
sanctions until it was clear apar- 
theid reform was irreversible. 

The repeal of population reg- 
istration. and of other pillars of 
apartheid such as the group areas 
act and (he separate amenities 
act. meets key conditions set by 
the U.S. and Europe for lifting 
anfi-apanheid trade and invest- 
ment sanctions. 

The repeal provides for the 
existing race register tc remain in 
place until a new non racial 
constitution comes into force. 

The ANC said it was unaccept- 
able that the population registra- 
tion list would continue to exist 
and rejected government claims 
that the list was needed for bv- 
clections. 

It said the three chamber par- 
liament for whiles. Indians and 
coloureds should be replaced by 
an interim {government. 


ficufion and that it was reviewing 
its policy towards Pretoria. 

"The abolition of these laws is 
a historic event in the process of 
establishing non racial democra- 
cy in South Africa." the ministry 
said in a statement. 

Under the apartheid system. 
Japanese were treated as honor- 
ary whites in South Africa. 


U.S. welcome s decision 


Japan to review sanctions 


In Tokyo. Japan’s foregin 
ministry' said Tuesday it wel- 
comed the decision of South A fri- 
ca’s parliament to end race classi- 


On Monday. Washington 
hailed South Africa's repeal of 
the last legal pillar of apartheid as 
a historic step but said the white 
government had not met all the 
conditions for the lifting of U.S. 
sanctions. 

“This is a historic moment for 
South Africa. W’irh the repeal of 
the population registration act. 
an important pillar of apartheid 
has been eliminated." said State 
Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher. 

"By repealing the population 
registration act and earlier rhis 
month the group areas act ... the 
South African government has 
met a fourth of the five require- 
ments for the termination of sanc- 
tions under the comprehensive 
anti-apartheid act of !9sn.” he 
said. 

The last remaining condition is 
the release of all political prison- 
ers. which is a matter of dispute 
between the South African gov- 
ernment and the ANC. 



dia’s Congress rallies round 
for next prime minister 


NEW DELHI f R» — India’s 
Congress Party, bereft of assas- 
sinated leader Rajiv Gandhi, ral- 
lied behind veteran loyalist Nara- 
simha Rao Tuesday in the search 
for a prime minister who could 
attract defections from rival par- 
ties to form the next government. 

With about 25 per cent of the 
5 1 1 parliamentary seats at st3ke 
ye! to be declared from voting 
that ended Saturday. Congress 
appeared likely to be about 20 
seats from a majority. 

Rao said senior party leaders 
had started Monday evening to 
discuss how to select the prime? 
minister who wjJJ form India’s 
fourth government in less than 
two years. 

His residence in the heart of 
New Delhi was besieged by re- 
porters and photographers wait- 
ing to catch a glimpse of the 
party’s parliamentary board, an 
inner core of seven leaders who 
were meeting in secret to avoid 
an open contest. 

Rao. ny. told Reuters he pre- 
ferred that the board, which has 
one seat left vacant by Gandhi’s 
death May 21. reach a consensus 
on one candidate for prime minis- 
ter. 

Whoever emerges as victor will 
face a financial crisis and endemic 
violence spawned by secessionist, 
caste and religious conflicts. 

India's latest elections, culmi- 


nating in a massacre of Hindu 
train 'passengers by Sikh mili- 
tants. were the most bloody since 
independence from Britain in 
1947. 

Two minority governments 
struggled over the past year to 
keep sufficient foreign exchange 
reserves to cover a month's im- 
ports and service S4 billion of 
short-term loans. 

India’s foreign debt totals $70 
billion. 

The new government needs to 
complete an interim austerity- 
budget soon if it is to negotiate a 
S2 b.llion loan from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
stave off default. 

Rao’s rival is burly. 50-year-old 
Sharad Pawar. who is backed by 
industrialists from the 
economicaHy-powerful western 
state of Maharashtra where he is 
chief minister. India’s financial 
centre. Bombay, is capital of 
Maharashtra. 

Pawar said he wanted a secret 
ballot among all members of par- 
liament elected in the polls. 

"We will fight if they don’t 
agree to a secret ballot. Who is 
the parliamentary board to de- 
cide on this? We will take it to the 
party." said one Congress leader 
backing Pawar. 

The majority of Congress 
members appeared to be pledging 
support to Rao. a soft spoken 


Brahmin scholar from the south- 
ern state of Andhra Pradesh. He 
has held senior cabinet posts in 
the governments of both Gandhi 
and his mother Indira. 

. Rao is perceived in the party as 
a politician Gandhi liked and 
trusted, said a senior party 
source. 

Pawar on the other hand is 
seen as a politician who tried to 
topple Gandhi from the party’s 
leadership when he was ousted 
from power in the 1989 general 
elections, the source said. 

Gandhi succeeded his mother 
when she was assassinated in 
October. 1984. 

The source said Gandhi loyal- 
ists controlled the parliamentary 
board and would ensure Rao s 
selection by consensus before the 
elected members met later this 
week. Any opposition to the 
board's candidate would be bull- 
dozed. 

The source said the question of 
forming a government would be 
decided after selecting a party 
leader who would then take on 
the mantle of prime minister after 
the government was formed. 

It appeared that Congress, 
which has ruled India for all but 
four years since 1947, would first 
try to attract defections from rival 
parties and, failing that, seek to 
form a coalition. 

“But there is no question of 


asking the communists to help 
form a coalition government.” 
the senior party source said. 

Congress was likely to seek 
defections from former Prime 
Minister Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh's Janata Dal. composed 
mainly of politicians such as for- 
mer Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
who quit Congress when Gandhi 
was prime minister. 

More than a third of the party 
must defect at the same time for 
members to escape disqualifica- 
tion from parliament under anri 
defection laws. 

The Janata Dal’s most vulner- 
able spot is in Unar Pradesh, 
where Congress has been routed 
by the Hindu chauvinist Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) in both 
the state and parliamentary polls. 

Several Janata Dal candidates 
bucked the BJP wave and won 
elections in the state, which has 
mdre seats than any other. They 
include influential leaders who 
disagreed with Singh over his 
controversial plan to raise to 
nearly half the number of govern- 
ment jobs set aside for low caste 
Hindus. 

The defeat of several Congress 
leaders in Uttar Pradesh and 
neighbouring Bihar could tempt 
disgruntled Janata Dal politicians 
to defect. 

“We believe they will.” said 
the senior Congress source. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Separatist fighting in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — About 120 Tamil separatist rebels and 25 
soldiers have died in four days of fierce fighting in northern Sri 
Lanka, militaiy sources said Tuesday. They said 10 soldiers had 
been critically wounded in the operation about 15 miles (25 km) 
west of Vavuniya town. The military imposed a curfew last Friday 
in the districts of Mullaitivu. Vavuniya, Mannar and Kilinochchi 
to help troops hunt down guerrillas of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who are fighting for their own homeland. 
In Colombo, President Ranasinghe Premadasa appointed a three 
member commission of inquiry to investigate an alleged army 
massacre of up to 150 Tamil civilians in eastern Batticaloa district 
last Wednesday, a statement from the president's office said 
Monday night. Opposition parliamentarians representing Battica- 
loa have accused soldiers of shooting, beating and hacking to 
death members of the minority Tamil community in retaliation for 
a landmine blast which killed two soldiers. 


Judge trying Bhutto’s husband killed 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — Masked gunmen ambushed and 
killed a Pakistani judge trying the husband of former Prime 
liter Benazir Bhutto Tuesday in an attack police said was so 
-.■rWwdSitsnai his bodyguard had no time to react. Judge Nadi Sber 
Juiicjo, his driver and a police bodyguard were killed in a hail of 
automatic fire as the judge was being driven from a court complex 
in an old part of Karachi, Pakistan’s biggest city. The judge's son 
was with him in the car but escaped unhurt. The killing took place 
near Junejo’s special terrorist court where Bhutto's husband, polo 
playing businessman Asif Ali Zardari, is standing trial on charges 
.of conspiring to kill political opponents in Karachi last August. 
Zardari, a member of the National Assembly (lower house), was 
arrested and charged on 10 counts after the dismissal of Buutto's 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) government in August. 


Cresson denies ‘homosexual’ jibes 


LONDON (R) — A London newspaper insisted Monday that 
Edith Cresson, who became French Prime Minister last month, 
said in an earlier interview that a quarter of American, British and 
German men were homosexuals. A Cresson aide said the 
interview published on Sunday by the Observer was “a fake:” The 
interview, which author Naim Attallah says he made nearly four 
years ago, has aroused indignation in Britain and Germany. 
Britain's tabloid daily The Sun said Frenchmen carried handbags 
and kissed each other.” They don’t call Paris gay paree for 
nothing,” it said. In Germany, the popular daily Bild wondered 
what experiences Cresson had had with males from east of the 
Rhine. 


Japan softens stance on 
Soviet aid ahead of summit 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's foreign 
ministry Tuesday said the return 
of Soviet held islands was no 
longer a condition for aid to 
Moscow — a move diplomats said 
was in preparation for joining a 
possible Western consensus at 
next month's economic summit in 
London. 

Ministry spokesman Taizo 
Watanabe told a news confer- 
ence that Tokyo considered the 
return of the islands important as 
a historical issue, as a matter of 
principle and a way of estab- 
lishing trust and confidence be- 
tween the two countries. 

But asked if the return of the 
islands was a precondition for 


Japan giving aid. Watanabe said: 
“It is not a condition. It is a very 
important issue that should be 
settled.” 


“We are ready to listen to what 
(Soviet President Mikhail) Gor- 
bachev has to say. We have an 
open mind. Our fundamental 
position is to support perestroika 
through technical assistance and 
humanitarian aid. We are not 
inclined at this moment to give 
large scale financial aid,” he said. 


A European diplomat said 
Tokyo would in the end go along 
with a Western consensus on aid- 
to Moscow, even if the islands 
were not returned first. 


Baker says West must act 
to stabilise Eastern Europe 


BERLIN (Rl — U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker urged the 
West Tuesday to reach out to 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Unon before ethnic tensions 
threaten stability. 

In a policy speech on the eve of 
a major East-West foreign minis- 
ters’ conference in Berlin. Baker 
also outlined some of the incen- 
tives the United States is con- 
sidering to encourage more radic- 
al economic reform in the Soviet 
Union. 


He listed a special Soviet asso- 
ciation with the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), food distribution and 
energy projects, help* in convert- 
ing obsolete defence industries to 
civilian use. more open trade and 
technical cooperation and busi- 
ness education. 


With the collapse of commun- 
ism. ethnicity had re-emerged as 
a powerful force in Europe, thre- 
atening new divisions between 
countries and within multination- 
al states such as Yugoslavia and 
the Soviet Union. £aker said. 

"These forces cast shadows 


over the new democracies.” he 
said. “We need to offer an in- 
spiration, even a goal, to these 
peoples rediscovering new values 
upon which they can build plur- 
alistic, democratic and free mar- 
ket societies.” 

A senior Baker aide, talking 
before the speech, spoke of a 
race against time to create struc- 
tures integrating East and West 
to offset a tendency towards dis- 
integration in Eastern Europe. 

Baker's speech was prepared 
for delivery to the U.S.-based 
Aspen Institute, a private found- 
ation that brings together policy- 
makers and experts- to discuss 
international issues. 

He suggested the economic, 
security and political ties that 
now bind and enrich the United 
States, Canada and Western 
Europe could be extended to the 
Soviet Union, and to East Euro- 
pean countries that have recently 
shed communism. 

These ties include NATO, the 
European Community (EC) and 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), 
whose foreign ministers meet 


Wednesday and Thursday. 

“We most begin to extend the 
trans- Atlantic community to cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe and to 
the Soviet Union.” he said. 

“Our objective is both a 
Europe whole and free and a 
Euro-Atlantic community that 
extends east from Vancouver to 
Vladivostok.” Baker said. 

The greater challenge was the 
Soviet Union. 

Briefing reporters before the 
speech, he said: “It’s going to be 
a lot more difficult to extend the 
community (to the Soviet Union) 
if the decision were taken there 
not to move toward political plur- 
alism and economic reform.” 

One month before President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is due to dis- 
cuss Soviet economic problems 
with leaders of seven major in- 
dustrialised powers in London, 
Baker gave more shape to a 
package of assistance Washington 
may be willing to support. 

He said as Soviet leaders “de- 
monstrate the will to help them- 
selves... then we can and should 
join them step-by-step.” 


Mount Pinatubo calms down 


Philippine refugees still stream 
towards city, repair work on 


OLONG APO. Philippines ( R) — 
Philippine families worked franti- 
cally to save their homes from 
collapsing under the weight of ash 
pumped out by a volcano as 
refugees streamed into this city 
next to the sprawling U.S. Subic 
Bay Naval Base. 

Men. women and children 
stood on roofs shovelling away 
huge mounds of ash that fell on 
Olongapo during a series of ex- 
plosions at Mount Pinatubo in the 
northwestern Philippines at the 
weekend. 

At least 207 people died in the 
eruption. 34 of them in Olongapo 
and two inside subic. including a 
nine-year-old American girl.' A 
hospital, bridges and the main 
bus terminal lie in ruins. 

Mount Pinatudo has quietened 
down since the weekend's firece 
explosions, prompting volcano- 
logists to recommend cutting its 
danger zone from 40 kilometres 
to 20 kilometres. 

But people from towns north of 
Olongapo are still pouring into 
the city, not so much out of fear 
of another eruption but because a 
bombardment of ash and sand 


buried their homes and farms. 

Pedro Marang. a former over- 
seas contract worker in Saudi 
Arabia, invested his eamings in 
farmland 3nd a water pump. "All 
that is gone, buried under the 
sand,*' he said. 

He and his family took refuge 
in one of the evacuation centres 
in Olongapo. 

The dry's 300.000 inhabitants 
have had no power or water since 
Saturday. People walk aimlessly 
through devastated streets along- 
side the huge American base, 
dazed by the disaster. 

About three quartets of the 
houses in Olongapo, 80 
kilometres northwest of foe capit- 
al. Manila, have buckled under 
the weight of knee deep ash. 

“It is going to take six months 
to a year to recover from this 
disaster,” said local congerss- 
woman Kate Gordon. 

”1 don’t think people should 
expect too much from the govern- 
ment because foe scale is just so 
big,” she said. “The private sec- 
tor must work with the govern- 
ment to help us cope.” 

The United States said it would 


provide earth-moving eq u ipment 
from Subic to help dear foe 
roads. 

The Philippine navy began 
shifting supplies up foe coast and 
said it would deliver a million 
litres (265,000 gallons) of water 
to Zambaies province north of 
Olongapo in a tanker Wednes- 
day. 

Almost a quarter of a million 
people have fled from foe danger 
zone, taking refuge in 300 camps 
and evacuation centres set op in 
Manila and other parts of the 
no r t h we s t 

In and around Manila, social 
workers and relief volunteers 
worked round foe dock to pro- 
vide food for about 20,000 victims 
of Pinatudo ’s wrath. 

Volunteer Fernanda Franci&oo 
said the workers cook around five 
50-kdogranune bags of rice every 
meal to feed some 4,500 refugees 
at foe Marikina sports complex 
on the northeastern edge of Man- 
ila. 

“We never stop cooking, “she 
said as she supervised another 
meal of rice and fish in huge pots 
and casseroles. 


Yeltsin 

heads to 
Washington 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, newly 
empowered by an overwhelming 
election victory intends to try to 
calm Western feats of a disinteg- 
rating Soviet Union. 

Yeltsin, who headed for 
Washington Tuesday, was elected 
last week on a platform of radical 
economic and political reform. 
He is expected to tell U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush that only more 
drastic change can bring long- 
term stability to the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

He is expected to receive a 
welcome worthy of a bead of 
state, in sharp contrast with his 
last venture to the United States 
two yeais ago. 

During that trip. Bush refused 
an official meeting with Yeltsin 
for fear of angering bis rival, 
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. Instead, Bosh only 
“dropped by” a meeting between 
Yeltsin and a White House offi- 
cial. and used the occasion to 
praise Gorbachev. 


2nd stage of Irish talks 
unlikely before September 


SYDNEY (R) — The second 
stage of peace talks on Northern 
Ireland may not be held until 
September, chairman of the talks 
Sir Ninian Stephen said Tuesday. 

Stephen, a former Australian 
governor-general, said a timet- 
able for the talks had still to be 
finalised but they would not occur 
during July or August. 

. “Wien 1 say nothing will hap- 
pen in July and August I mean 
nothing after the first or second 
week in July.” Stephen told the 
Australian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration in a radio interview. 

“Something may happen be- 
fore then but nothing during that 
period," he said. 

Stephen could not be contacted 
to elaborate. 

The first face to face meeting 
for 17 years between Northern 
Ireland's Catholic and Protestant 
leaders was held Monday in Bel- 
fast. 

Fiery Protestant preacher 
politician Ian Paisley gave his 
final approval for Stephen's 
appointment after leaving the 
talks venue for an hour to check 


on foe diplomat-judge's back- 
ground with his Unionist party 
officials. 

Stephen said be accepted the 
haunting task of chairing the 
peace talks because it appeared 
that progress could be made in 
the world’s longest running 
guerilla conflict, in which almost 

3.000 people have been lulled and 

30.000 hurt since 1969. 

“I think it is an extraordinary 
opportunity that seems to be de- 
veloping for some progress in 
what has been for so many years a 
situation which has shown no 
progress,” Stephan said. 

Stephen said he would not de- 
velop objectives for the second 
round of talks until he was frilly 
briefed, and he declined to com- 
ment on whether foe absence of 
the Sinn Fein, the political wing 
of the Irish republican army, con- 
demned the talks to failure. 

“I would not be for or against 
considering a suggestion for their' 
inclusion but as I said it would 
require full agreement, and then 
some very careful consideration,” 
he said. 


Vaccine gives AIBO sufferers glimmer of hope 


FLORENCE, Italy (R) — A new 
vaccine developed by a French 
researcher has given victims of 
the AIDS virus a glimmer of 
hope. 

But forecasts of the spread of 
the disease presented Monday at 
the seventh international AIDS 
conference made grim reading for 
the developing world. 

Paris scientists Daniel Zagury 
said initial tests showed bis vac- 
cine restored part of the body's 
ability to fight off AIDS. Howev- 
er, his study involved only six 
HIV-infected patients, an ex- 
tremely small sample. 

Scientists worldwide are seek- 
ing a treatment to restore the 
body’s immune system destroyed 
by the HIV virus that causes 1 ' 
AIDS. 

“This (vaccine) has many 
advantages. It restores, at least 
partially, specific immune reac- 


tion,” said Zagury, of the Pierre 
and Marie Curie University in 
Paris. 

He stressed the results were 
only preliminary and more ex- 
periments were needed. He did 
not name the vaccine. 

Researchers are increasingly 
convinced that any AIDS vaccine 
will prove more effective in slow- 
ing the disease's spread in the 
body after infection than in pre- 
venting infection. 

AIDS (Acquired Immune De- 
ficiency Syndrome) destroys the 
body’s immune system, leaving 
patients helpless in fighting a host 
of diseases from pneumonia to 
extremely rare cancers. 

The one approved AIDS treat- 
ment is a drung called AZT, 
which is not a vacrince. It treats 
symptoms but does not eliminate 
the virus. 

A senior World Health Orga- 


nisation (WHO) official told the 
conference that young adults 
and children in the world's 
poorest countries will be among 
the hardest hit by AIDS in the 
1990s. 

“There can be no doubt that 
during the next several decades, 
AIDS in most developing coun- 
tries will become the leading 
cause of death among adults in 
their most productive years,” said 
James Chin, chief of WHO's 
AIDS surveillance unit. 

AIDS would also be one of the 
leading causes of infont mortality. 

Outside foe 16fo century for- 
tress where the conference is 
taking place, film star Elizabeth 
Taylor made an emotional out- 
burst against a U.S. ban on fore- 
igners infected with HIV. 

“If you start stamping people's 
passports you hark back to Nazi 
Germany,” Taylor told a news 


conference at a luxury hotel. 

She was presenting an American 
AIDS fund-raising initiative. 

Robert Gallo, the controversial 
U.S. researcher who has said he 
discoverd the HTV virus, will 
address the five-day conference 
on AIDS related diseases. 

Gallo and French scientist Luc 
Montagnier have been battling 
for years about who was the first 
to identify the vires. 

Meanwhile another researcher 
reported success Monday in 
laboratory trials with a version of 
a controversial drug to treat 
AIDS. 

Ira Berko we r, a senior investi- 
gator with the U.S. centre for 
Diologios, told the international 
AIDS conference that foe drug 
was unique in that it only needed 
to deactivate a small portion of- 
each vims cell to be effective. 

The drug, made by Mio- 


rogenesys INC of Connecticut, is 
a version of soluble CD4, a treat- 
ment that has failed to live up to 
expectations scientists held out 
for it two years ago. 

Other researchers at the AIDS 
conference have voiced sceptic- 
ism about this type of drug, which 
doctors found was largely unsuc- 
cessful when tested in humans. 

Derkower said the mic- 
rogenesys drug was designed to 
work by biociting up only a very 
small proportion of the spikes 
that protrube from the surface of 
the AIDS virus. 

These spiked, called GP 120, 
attach themselves to the CD4 
protein found on the surface of 
blood cells. CD4 is the main 
target of the HIV virus. The 
precursor of AIDS (Acquired Im- 
mune Defirincy Syndrome), and 
acts as a gateway for the infection 
to enter the cell and kill it. 



Thai sulks for 22 
years ; — 


BANGKOK (R)-Sifow 
dented a motorcycle by-I 
rents locked irimseff in fife ^ 
and has stayed there for "22 you 
a mass cfrcutation’Thai-T’ — " 


newspaper has reported. 
rents of Dan Jaimun. wttO ^ — ^ 
42,. tearfully .asked 

readers of the daily news i _ 
up with ideas 

persuade their son -fo .f ’ 
from his small bedro 

he lives with a lamp, a 
toilet. Dari Jaimun p 
his younger sister ro 
his room. Meals are 
the door. His father: 

Jammu got angiy/in'4? 
the parents refused 
motorcycle. - ■ V 

Topless 

■ 





Vi-s 


TORONTO (R) ~r-,: 
first topless car wash opened atv; 
the weekend,- offering a 
minute wash 

women for -about 38 rioilars : ($2<^ 
U.S.), inctadmg tax aid,3t^ : 
Police in the Canadian city sakf-r 
the car wash will be invcstiganjtfv 
to determine if therfe e any 
miiial offence involved . 
we're 1 not losing any deep over" 
it,” a spokesman said. The 
ers could not imritefoately -b©^ 
reached for comment and ^ 
pjoyee at foe car wash 
disclose who the topless washcrs- ' 


are. 


Police raise outcry 
by stripping 
prostitutes 


I.-**'* ■ 




BANGKOK (R) — ’ Po tin*?# 
Thailand have touched offaa/. 
outcry after saying they ordered- 
13 prostitutes accused of robbing 
foreign tourists to strip fo Weed 
out the transvestites among foerm ’ 
The mass circulation- Thai- Ram 
newspaper said one of its photo- 
graphers was surprised to ijee so 
many people naked when be . vi- 
sited foe Bangkok police station . 
where the suspects werefrcW 
early Monday. The paperiquoted 
Police Major 

Yanothai as saying the inspects - 
were ordered to strip so jxriice 
could photograph them for their 
files and identify the transves- 
tites. Television and radio com- 
mentators said foe police action, 
was a violation of human rights. 
Rangsit was quoted as saying 
police had discovered three trans- 
vestites among the suspects ac- 
cused of robbing foreign tourists 
in. central Bangkok's Lumpini 
Park. He said the group picked 
their victims’ pockets while 
embracing them or after slipping 
sleeping draughts into their 
drinks. Rangsit was quoted as 
saying foreigners usually did not 
recognise suspects after they had 
changed dress, but since having 
sex with a woman and a transves- 
tite was different, photographs of 
the naked suspects might help 
identify them. 


Court upholds award 
to Bock Hudson’s 
lover 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ar 
appeals court Monday upheld an 
award of $5.5 million to Marc 
Christian, former lover of Rod: 
Hudson, who said foe film stai 
did not tell him he bad AIDS. 
Christian has tested negative foi 
HTV, the AIDS virus, but Judge 
Robert Devicb wrote in . the 
appeals court verdict: “We deal 
with the ultimate in personal hor.- 
ror — the fear of a slow, agonis- 
ing, certain death.” The court ol 
appeals voted 3-0 to uphold the 
award from Hudson's estate 
made by the Los Angeles Super- 
ior Court in April 1989. State 
lawyers argued that foe award 
was excessive and the trial jury 
prejudiced. Christian. 31. said he 
had been Hudson's lover for two 
years when he learned in 1985 
Hudson had been diagnosed the 
previous year as having AIDS. 


Koala beheaded for 
its blood 


SYDNEY (R) — An Austr 
man, who police say is a fo 
devil worshipper, behead* 
koala bear and drank its bio 
a bizarre sacrifice, a court 
been told. Robert Jones, 22, 
committed to trial Monday 
charge of aggravated cn 
upon an animal in the nort 
New South Wales town of 
Macquarie, police said Tues 
Jones has pleaded not gi 
Police told the court that J 
had told them he found the V 
on a golf course on Augusa 
1990, parted it, and then stal 
it five times in the neck. “Tf 
held it with one hand and ct 
bead off,” Jones allegedly sa 
a statement to police. 



